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Complete with a blog where students can comment on the story!

Foreword
With the bicentennial of the War of 1812 upon us, a story set during that conflict was an obvious
choice. Little did I know what I was getting myself into, and, the further I got into research, the
more often I had to rethink the plot of my story.
This is a confusing war to research because it was a somewhat confusing war at the time.
There were certainly acts of personal heroism, not just on the part of soldiers but by civilians
on both sides, including Dolly Madison among the Americans and Laura Secord on the
Canadian side.
But I found that Americans were deeply divided over “Mr. Madison’s War,” which came at a
time when the United States was not only establishing itself as a full-fledged member of the
nations of the world, but was still getting its internal feet under it.
Not only did Britain feel free to stop American ships on the high seas and remove anyone whose
citizenship could be remotely seen as coming from within the Empire, but many Americans
actively traded with British Canada at the height of the war, including selling goods to the
British Army.
The search for clear-cut heroes and villains proved difficult to say the least, and so I have
based the story, instead, on a parallel between a young man attempting to assert his own
independence while his nation does the same.
Hence the title , “Freehand.” Caleb is, from the start, an artist with a talent for freehand
sketches, but his work is not respected until he first asserts his autonomy and then takes
advantage of the opportunity to improve and discipline that raw, untutored talent, and turn
it to something that he can use to become a truly independent, self-confident individual.
It is, I think, a valid analogy to what our nation went through during that conflict.

Using this guide
All questions and writing prompts are intended for modification and adaptation to your classroom and ability levels. Let them be fun!
The graphic organizers can be used with multiple chapters.
Each chapter includes questions for literal and inferential meaning to guide discussion and
measure comprehension.
The prompts in the “In your own words” section can serve to suggest discussion topics, journal
entries or writing exercises.
In the News activities are suggested to draw contemporary parallels and to help students develop critical analysis skills. They can be used with the print, on-line or e-edition version of
your newspapers.
Quotes from primary documents provide background information and historical references
and may also be jumping off points for independent research.
Resources for teachers include websites to support teaching. You can use these as backgrounders
on your own or to help create SmartBoard and similar layouts to use as teaching aids.
The standards checklist serves as a document to record the standards met throughout the unit.
By noting when you have applied a particular standard, you can track the balance of your emphasis on the many ways in which standards can be applied throughout this story and guide.

Have a (virtual) author visit in your classroom!
You and your students are invited to ask questions and join the discussion, chapter by chapter,
at a blog for the story: http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand This gives you a chance to
meet the author without having to fundraise or write grants to have me visit your school. I’m
happy to take questions and I love to get feedback from my readers.
(All comments received are reviewed before they are posted on the blog to make sure they are
appropriate. But I only edit to eliminate spam and inappropriate comments – grammar and
spelling have to be checked at your end. It’s a good way for kids to learn to self-edit before hitting
the ‘send’ button!)
And if you would like to set up a Skype interview, email me at author@teachup.com and we
can talk about holding a live on-line presentation for your students. It’s a great way to have
a fun conversation!

Please take advantage of these opportunities!
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Notes on history and resources
This story uses the place names as they were at the time of the war. Spelling has changed for
some places, while Fordsburgh changed its name entirely, to Heuvelton, in 1832.
The officers at Sackets Harbor are all actual historical characters, but the noncommissioned
officers, enlisted men and civilians in this story are all fictional.
Events of the Battle of Sackets Harbor are given as they happened in real life, and, although,
of course, the actions and conversations of our young characters are invented, the actions of
the major historical characters are geniune.

Backgrounders
You will find a variety of resources on the right-hand page for each chapter, as well as in the
Appendix of this guide. You may wish to review these backgrounders prior to teaching each
chapter, as it will help you provide background and perspective for your students.

Maps
The two maps that follow this page are roughly contemporaneous to the events of our story. In
the map of Northern New York, note that “Brownville” on the map is the township, and that the
village itself is closer to Sackets Harbor than the placement of that name suggests.

Timeline
The timeline provides only a sample of the many events and battles of this war. There were a
number of incidents leading up to the declaration of war (including the battle of Tippecanoe,
which inspired Harrison’s famous campaign slogan, “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.)
There were also battles and events during the war that would have only created confusion were
they all included in this timeline. I have attempted to choose the major events, as well as those
which will be of interest to the students in New York for whom this story has been written.
Colors chosen for the timeline, with one exception, have no significance beyond an attempt to
keep the relative positions of events on the timeline clear.
The exception to this is that events featured in the story are in plain black-and-white so that
they can be readily seen.

1

1804 Map of Northern New York

2

3

This map of Sackets Harbor appeared in Major General James Wilkinson’s 1816 book, “Memoirs
of My Own Times.” Wilkinson had taken command of the forces along the St. Lawrence shortly
after the Battle of Sackets Harbor and the base there would not have changed between the time
of the battle and the time this map was made.
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Knowing newspapers
Front page
Typically the front page covers the most important news. The decision of what to put on
Page One is made during meetings. The most important news is located above the fold in
broadsheet newspapers (papers that are folded horizontally).The front page of a newspaper
contains information such as the name of the paper, its year of origin, the date and often an
index.
Classified Advertisements
These ads are within the classified section and are listed by categories (classifications)
such as homes for sales, automobiles, help wanted, lost and found, etc. They are brief and
contain information such as telephone numbers, cost, salary, etc.
Editorial Page
An editorial page usually contains an editorial and an editorial cartoon.
Editorial
Editorials are written using fact and opinion. They represent the view of an editorial board
rather than one person and provide commentary and opinion on issues, debates and events.
Editorials appear on the editorial page, but, unlike columns, do not give the writer’s name,
because they represent the entire newspaper and not just one person.
Editorial/Political Cartoons — Editorial cartoons are graphic illustrations that provide
commentary on an issue through the use of elements such as symbols.
Web Site Resource
http://nieonline.com/aaec/cftc.cfm
This site offers lesson plans for using editorial and political cartoons as teaching tools.
Display/Retail Advertisements
These are ads for goods and services. They are located throughout the newspaper. These
advertisements contain pertinent information such as telephone numbers, store hours, sale
prices and location of the business or organization. Ads may contain graphic illustrations
and/or photographs. They vary in size and shape.
Sports Section
Usually the sports stories found in this section are written using descriptive language and
literary styles such as simile, metaphors, etc.
Opinion Columns
Opinion columns are written by individuals and may not represent the views of the editorial board. The opinions expressed in the columns are those of the individual column writer.
5

Feature Writing
Feature articles are written pieces that are not considered hard news. They may be timely
if written as a review or highlighting an upcoming event or production but they are usually
stories that do not contain “breaking news.” Features stories are often human interest articles
and sometimes are strictly informational and process oriented. For example, a story about
home improvements may include a how-to section.
Headlines
Headlines tell what the story is about. They use big letters and just a few words so readers
can decide quickly if they are interested in the stories and want to read them.
Inverted Pyramid Writing Style
The inverted pyramid style of writing involves writing the most essential details and information at the top and less important details in later paragraphs.The questions answered are
often referred to as the 5 W’s and How — what, who, when, where, why and how.
Obituaries
An obituary is a notice placed by a funeral home to announce someone’s death. Until recently, obituaries were considered news and, at most newspapers, subject to the same rules
as any news stories. Each newspaper had its own style (rules) about things like what terms
could be used, how many surviving relatives could be listed and whether or not hobbies and
interests could be mentioned. Today, many papers consider obituaries a type of ad. Families
pay to have obits in the paper, but, in return, they can make them much more personal than
in the days when they were “news items.”
E-edition
An E-edition or Electronic edition is an exact copy of the newspaper on-line, so that the
reader goes page by page as if reading the paper edition, with all the content of the print
edition as well as all the advertisements and other elements. E-editions provide readers
with the ease of use of a computer without sacrificing any of the newspaper’s content.
Newspaper Background Information
Here are two sites with lesson plans for teaching about and with newspapers.
http://www.frankwbaker.com/messages_and_meanings.htm
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson139.shtml
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Literature Circles
Although literature circles are built around student-selection of reading materials, teachers
can use the principles and modify for use with one particular piece of literature. This reading
serial lends itself to discussion using many of the strategies employed in literature circles.
For each chapter, have students discuss the text in small groups. Assign or allow students
to designate a role to each member of the group:
Illustrator: Illustrate a significant scene or idea from the reading.
Vocabulary Master: Selects words in the text that are interesting, unfamiliar, or unusual.
This person uses the dictionary to define.
Connector: Finds connections between the reading material and something outside of the
text, such as personal experience, a different work of literature, something in the news, or a
topic from another discipline.
Literary Summarizer: Summaries the events, main ideas and plot development of the
chapter.
Discussion Recorder: Records questions from the group about the text. Records interesting passages or quotes from the text and comments from the group.
After small meeting groups have had a chance to meet, the information can be discussed
in a whole group setting.
If you use this strategy, over time all students will have the opportunity to fulfill each of
the roles.
Eventually, the process becomes natural and the designation of roles is no longer necessary.
The role of the teacher is mostly of facilitator who monitors group progress and engagement
in the task.
The use of literature circles is an effective strategy to help ESL students and reluctant
readers.

Web Site Resource
http://www.edutopia.org/literature-circles
This article, from the George Lucas Foundation, discusses using
literature circles in other middle school subject areas and provides
tips as well as discussion of how circles expand learning.
7

Chapter One:
Scrimshaw

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
trading post - sledge - splint - packbasket
scrimshaw - flintlock - clapboard
Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. What does Dan McKenzie do for a living?
2. What is his stepson’s name?
3. What time of year is it?
4. What does John Gabriel do for a living?
5. Why does Caleb want to see John Gabriel’s powderhorn?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. How can you tell that this story takes place near the US/Canada border?
2. How do you know one man in the first conversation disrespects the president?
3. How can you tell John Gabriel doesn’t want to talk about the war?
4. Name two ways to tell that Dan McKenzie does not approve of Caleb’s drawing.

In your own words...
This chapter contains several clues that tell what time period “Freehand” is set in. Pretend
you are writing a version of the story set in the current time. Write a short piece that,
without mentioning the date, would let a reader know when your story takes place.

“Mohawk uncles were
especially kind to their
nephews.”
As with many Native American groups, the
Mohawk (and other Iroquois) are matrilinear,
which means that inheritance passes down the
mother’s side of the family.
When the Mohawk
lived in traditional
multi-family longhouses, husband
and wife would live
with her family
rather than his,
and that strong
bond continued after European-style houses
became common, around the time of our story.
Mohawk children are part of their mother’s
family and of her clan, a very important division in Iroquois society. Husbands, however,
remain active with their own clans.
As a result, a young Mohawk boy would have
stronger bonds with his uncles on his mother’s
side than with those on his father’s.
Iroquois society is also matriarchal, meaning
that the elder women make the major decisions, including the appointment of chiefs.

Scrimshaw
The art of scrimshaw is most strongly
associated with sailors on whaling ships,
who would scratch designs on whale teeth
with their knives and then rub lampblack
into them to make them stand out.
But the powderhorn that John Gabriel’s
uncle brought home from the war is not
an unusual thing.
Soldiers were sometimes issued flasks
for their gunpowder, but often were either
issued powder horns made from cow
horns instead, or got them on their own.
The smooth, creamy-white surface of the
cowhorn was good for scrimshaw, and
many soldiers devoted hours to covering
their powderhorns with elaborate designs.
The horn above includes a map of eastern New York and is in the Library of Congress. More views and information are in
the appendix of this teaching guide.

In the News

“Aunt” and “uncle” are titles of kinship and of
respect in Mohawk society and may not reflect
the literal relationship meant by English usage.
(This is true among many other tribes as well.)

The newspaper in this chapter had
news from the war in Russia, but it
probably had a lot more news about
the US’s war and about local events.
Look at today’s newspaper and see
what percentage of stories are world,
national, state or local news.

Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. Storekeeper (trading post operator)
2. Caleb
3. Winter
4. Trapper
5. To copy the artwork on it

Reading Comprehension
1. McKenzie tells George Davis he can just go across
the river to become British.
2. George Davis uses insulting nicknames.
3. He never answers questions about it. He either
pretends he didn’t understand or ignores them.
4. Caleb sneaks out to draw; McKenzie accuses him
of wasting time instead of doing chores.

Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand
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Chapter Two:
The
Stragglers

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
welts - switch - hazel - pelts - militia - reckon - stragglers
Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Why is Caleb’s back painful?
2. What chore is Caleb doing?
3. What is Caleb planning to do?
4. How old are Alex and Caleb?
5. Who do they see coming through the snow?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. How does his stepfather feel about Caleb’s artwork?
2. Why does Alex say Caleb should cry more quickly?
3. How does Alex avoid being beaten by his father?
4. Why did John Gabriel decide not to trade his furs with Dan McKenzie?

In your own words...
Imagine that you are a friend of Caleb’s and write him a letter telling him what you think
he ought to do to avoid the harsh beatings he gets from his stepfather. Will you agree
with Alex’s advice, or with Caleb’s plan, or will you suggest something else completely?

Forsyth’s Rifles
The First Regiment of United States
Riflemen was formed in North Carolina
a few years before the war, as a group
that could act apart from the more formal soldiers who fought on the battlefields in straight lines.
The First quickly became known by
the name of their bold, courageous
leader, Benjamin Forsyth, and for the
daring raids they carried out all along
the Niagara Frontier, up the Great
Lakes and in the St. Lawrence Valley.
Like the Rangers who had been created during the French and Indian
Wars, the rifle companies were apt to
go off on their own, on missions that
went behind enemy lines, or, during
battles, in places at the fringe of the fighting where they could use their more accurate rifles to pick off the
officers and other crucial people on the enemy side. While the army was advancing, they would scout
ahead, and, as the army moved back, they would lag behind to provide cover for its retreat.
It’s hardly surprising that a young boy would have romantic dreams of running away to join Forsyth’s Rifles,
especially if they were stationed not far from his home, and life at that home was far from happy.

Splitting wood
There would be a lot
of wood to split in a
19th century
home, particularly out
in the country where
coal was not
available and
wood provided heat
both for
warmth and for cooking.
A young man would
quickly catch on to the
technique, which has a
lot more to do with

rhythm and accuracy
and with strength.
He might
use the same
ax used to
cut down the
trees in the
first place,
but a splitting maul, as
seen here,
widens out
more and makes a more
efficient wedge to split
logs.
(A good chance to talk
about basic tools!)

In the News
Splitting wood may be a chore for Caleb,
but it’s also a very good way to stay in
shape. Look through today’s newspaper
for people doing types of work that seem
likely to help keep them in shape. Divide
them into kinds of jobs keep you in shape
by using your muscles, kinds that keep
you in shape by increasing your stamina,
and jobs that keep you in shape both
ways. What kinds of exercise could you
skip if you had each of those jobs?

Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. He was beaten with a stick.
2. Splitting wood
3. Run away and enlist
4. 14
5. Soldiers (Forsyth’s Rifles)

Reading Comprehension
1. That it’s a waste of time
2. So his stepfather will stop beating him
3. By pretending to work hard
4. He saw him beating Caleb.

Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand
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Chapter
Three:
Farewell to
Fordsburgh

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
encampment - trek - raised - venison - insignia - public house -regiment

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. What food does the story mention that the soldiers had?
2. What was their favorite thing that Caleb’s mother made?
3. What did Dan McKenzie do for a living before he married Caleb’s mother?
4. What was Caleb doing when Dan McKenzie came into the barn?
5. How did the soldiers save Caleb from having to do his chores?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. Why were the Floodwoods able to stay behind without becoming Prisoners of War?
2. Why do the soldiers first begin to dislike Dan McKenzie?
3. Why did Daley say that Caleb was going to put scrimshaw on their powderhorns?
4. What did Daley mean about Caleb getting new stripes on his back?

In your own words...
It’s clear that Corporal Daley does not like Dan McKenzie, but it also seems that the
other soldiers feel the same way. Write a brief essay explaining the clues that tell
you how the soldiers feel about Dan, and about Caleb, using both their words
and their actions in your examples.

Johnny Cake
Mrs. McKenzie laughs when the soldiers compliment her johnny cake, because it is, indeed, one of
the simplest of recipes.
Johnny cake, or hoe cake, is an American dish, one of
the recipes colonists learned from their Indian neighbors, apparently no matter where they lived.
There were minor variations in the recipes from region to
region, but, basically, it consists of corn meal and water
or milk with a
dash of salt,
Recipe
cooked at the
fireside.
The good news about johnny cake is
that it’s a very simple recipe, and, if In fact, the name
it weren’t for the frying in oil part,
“hoecake” derives
kids could make it themselves.
from the idea
that field hands
The bad news is, it’s best eaten
could whip this simple dish up in the fields and use their
fresh, so, if you make it at home
hoes as a makeshift griddle.
and bring it in, it might not be too
In the South, johnny cake is also called “ash cake,” a name
impressive.
that comes from the alternative method of cooking it in the
ashes
of a fire.
Here’s the recipe: One part corn
meal, one part boiling water, salt if
The addition of leavening, eggs and other ingredients can
you want it. Combine them, let it
turn johnny cake into cornbread, and the name is somesoak into a mush, fry it in small,
times applied to that fluffier, sweeter quick bread.
flat cakes, like pancakes.
Serve your johnnycakes with syrup,
butter or jam. That’s really about it.

But the simple dish the soldiers praised was comfort food,
plain and simple, as the best comfort food is.

In the News
The soldiers trade venison for things they want at the store, and they also pay Caleb’s
mother for cooking for them. Look through the ads in today’s paper for food and other
things that you would miss if you were away from home. What sorts of things might
make you homesick, the way Caleb’s mother’s johnny cake makes the soldiers think of
home and their own mothers?
Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. Venison, coffee, cornbread (johnny cake)
2. cornbread (johnny cake)
3. Worked at a stable
4. Sketching the soldier’s insignia
5. They did them for him.

Reading Comprehension
1. They don’t wear uniforms and, if questioned, can
pose as civilians.
2.He isn’t respectful about their friend’s death.
3. To keep him out of trouble
4. He meant more marks from another beating.

Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand 13

Chapter Four:
On the
Trail
Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean
will help you enjoy the chapter
runners - allies - detail (verb)
civilians - linsey-woolsey
powder flask - primed - pan
hammers - tote sack
Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Why didn’t the Sergeant already know that Caleb had come along?
2. What was the weather like that day?
3. Why did Sgt. Adams want two men to take Caleb back home instead of making him
walk home alone?
4. What did Sgt. Adams see that made him decide to let Caleb come with them?
5. Who else ran away from home to go with the army?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. Why were the soldiers going more slowly than they wanted to?
2. Why did Cpl. Daley make Caleb take his shirt off?
3. Cpl. Daley told Caleb to “either show him what you’ve got now, or go on back for
more.” What did he mean?
4. What danger was Alex in?

In your own words...
Corporal Daley says, “Don’t ever be ashamed of what’s happened to you in the past, Caleb
MacCrimmons. Just worry about what you let people do to you in the future.”
Do you think that’s a good philosophy? Write an essay agreeing or disagreeing
with Cpl. Daley and explaining your thoughts.

The Flintlock

In the News
We’re already seen both John Gabriel and
the soldiers disapprove of Dan McKenzie
beating Caleb. But, back then, the law
might not have protected him, unless the
beatings got even worse. Now it is illegal
to hurt children the way Caleb was hurt.
Look through the paper for examples of
how the law protects people from those
who want to hurt them. Then do some
more research. If you knew someone like
Caleb, who could you tell in your school
or in your community to help save him
from being hurt like that?

To fire a flintlock gun, you first “cock” or pull back
the hammer into position, and add some powder to
the priming-pan. When the trigger is pulled, the flint
strikes the steel, making sparks that fire the priming
powder. That firing passes through a small hole to
the charge of powder in the barrel, setting it off.

Muskets and Rifles
From their pictures, there doesn’t seem to be much difference between the rifle, above, and the “Brown
Bess” musket, below, but they were quite different in their purpose and use.
The inside (“bore”) of the musket barrel was smooth, but the rifle had spiral grooves in its barrel that spun
the ball like a quarterback throwing a football. The rifle could shoot farther and much more accurately and
was used by hunters in peacetime, and by snipers and sharpshooters in war.
Because the ball fit more closely in the barrel of the rifle, it was slower to load than the musket and it was
also more apt to stop working if it weren’t kept quite clean.
For those reason, most soldiers were given the musket and the rifle was reserved for the equivalent of
today’s “Special Forces,” like Forsyth’s Rifles, the elite group that Caleb and Alex have fallen in with.

Answer Key

Facts and Details
1. He stayed in the back, behind the sledge.
2. Warmer than before, foggy
3. There might be enemy soldiers and Indians
around.
4. The marks from where his stepfather beat him
5. Alex

Reading Comprehension
1. The melting snow was clogging up the sledge runners and the road was muddy instead of icy.
2. So Sgt. Adams could see the marks on his back
and see why the soldiers wanted to help him
3. If Caleb had to go back home, he’d get more beatings and more marks on his back.
4. The soldiers thought he was an enemy and were
ready to shoot him.

Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand 15

Chapter Five:
The
Surveyor

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
hunkered - chickadee - breakwater - ford - surveyor - jawing - sheepishly

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Where does this chapter take place?
2. What does the man ask Caleb to draw?
3. What subject does Caleb mean when he says his mother taught him “figures”?
4. Who was the man who spoke to Caleb about his drawing?
5. What does Cpl. Daley mean by “bigwigs”?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. What are three ways you can tell this chapter is set in winter?
2. Why does Caleb hunch “his shoulders to defend against what would come next”?
3. General Brown says mapmakers need to have good math skills. Why is that?

In your own words...
Caleb says that Jacob Brown “didn’t seem like a general,” and Daley laughs that Caleb has
no idea what a general is like. Think of a time when you’ve met someone who wasn’t
at all what you expected, or learned about a job that was very different than you
thought it would be like. Write a brief essay describing your experience and
how you reacted to the new information you learned.

School teacher, surveyor, soldier
Jacob Brown (1775-1828) was a gifted military man who rose
from commanding a militia unit to being named commanding
general of the US Army. But he had other gifts as well.
At various times in his youth, he worked both as a surveyor
and, in New York City, as a school teacher. But he moved to
northern New York where he and his family became important
landowners and developers.
The Pennsylvania-born Quaker took on the responsibility of
being an officer in the local militia and that proved to be his
springboard to fame, as his service in the War of 1812 made
him a national hero.
In addition to the town and village of Brownville, which was
named for his family prior to his military fame, he has towns
named for him in Texas, Pennsylvania, Indiana and Tennessee,
and counties named for him in Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois.
Students who live in Brownville, NY, today, would likely attend General Brown Junior/Senior
High School in Dexter, a village in the town of Brownville.

Militia and Regular Army
“Militia” refers to a volunteer, locally-based
army, in contrast to the paid “regulars” who are
under the control of the federal government. In
the Revolution, the Minutemen were a militia.
James Madison believed in the “well-regulated
militia” of the Second Amendment, feeling that
the nation could not afford a standing army
large enough to protect the country in time of
war and that militia members, being locally
based, would fight hard to protect their homes.
As we will see, however, there was a difference
on the battlefield between militia and the more
well-drilled, disciplined regular army. Also, in
the Niagara campaign, local militia refused to
follow the regular army into Canada, which
created serious problems in the invasion.

In the News
Gen. Brown tells Caleb that there will
be a need for surveyors when the war
ends because the country will start
building canals and roads, and people
will buy and sell land. It’s a way in
which Caleb will be able to earn a good
living, according to the general.
Look through the news and find a story
that might mean jobs in the future for
your town.

His experience in this war turned Madison into
a supporter of a strong standing army.

Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. Sackets Harbor
2. a map
3. mathematics (arithmetic)
4. General Jacob Brown
5. Important people

Reading Comprehension
1. Caleb’s hands are cold, there is snow on the
ground, the lake is frozen.
2. He’s used to being beaten when he gets caught
drawing.
3. They need to be able to figure out scales, angles
and measurements to make accurate maps.

Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand
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Chapter Six:
On
Assignment

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
mucking out - enlist - manure - notion - barracks - beckoned - grounds
Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. What is Caleb doing at the beginning of this chapter?
2. What is Alex doing?
3. Why did Private Clark come to the barn?
4. What does General Brown want Caleb to do?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. Private Clark says it’s good for Alex that he’s not in the army. Why?
2. How does Caleb know that Commodore Chauncey’s ships are leaving?
3. Why does General Brown want the pictures?

In your own words...
Imagine that you are a friend of Alex’s. Write him a letter giving him some advice
about how he should probably behave if he wants to get along with the soldiers.

Zebulon Pike
Zebulon Pike (17791813) is likely best remembered for the
Colorado mountain
named for him, which
he mapped during one
of several explorations
he made in the unclearly defined lands of
the Louisiana Purchase.

Primary Source
This article from the May 28, 1813, issue
of the Plattsburgh Republican, describes the
burning of York, Ontario, and the capture of
valuable supplies there. The burning of York
is seen as motivation for the British burning
of Washington the following year.

Pike’s father was an officer in Washington’s
army and young Zebulon grew up largely in
what was then the Northwest Territories, as
his father served on the frontier.
Pike’s journal of his exploration was published in 1810 and proved to be a best-seller,
which may explain why so many places were
named for him, including the mountain as
well as the county in Kansas remembered in
the folk song, “Sweet Betsy from Pike.” His
death at York was widely mourned.

In the News
General Brown gives Caleb a job that requires his special talent as an artist.
Look through the Help Wanted ads in
today’s paper and categorize the ads by
jobs that anyone could learn right away,
jobs that require special training and
jobs that require particular talents that
not everybody has. Remember that a
“talent” doesn’t have to be art or music.
It could be any special ability that can
be improved with training.

Answer Key
Facts and Details

1.
2.
3.
4.

Cleaning horse stalls
Watching Caleb work and doing nothing
To tell him that General Brown wants him
Draw pictures of the land around the base.

Reading Comprehension
1. His laziness would get him in trouble.
2. If the fleet were present, the British wouldn’t be expected to be able to come ashore.
3. So the officers will know what the different parts of
the base look like.

Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand
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Chapter
Seven:
The British
Are Coming!
Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean
will help you enjoy the chapter
quill - frigate - yardarms - canter
Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. What new drawing tools was Caleb using in his work?
2. What sad news had Caleb heard lately?
3. How did the people on shore learn the British were coming?
4. What did Caleb volunteer to do?
5. Where did General Brown live?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. Why did Caleb enjoy the work?
2. What was different about how General Pike’s death was treated and how Private
Clark’s death was treated?
3. How did Caleb keep his horse from becoming too tired?
4. How does General Brown show Caleb there’s no need to panic?

In your own words...
Caleb had seen maps before, but, until he started copying this map, he didn’t quite
notice exactly how the mapmaker worked. In a brief essay, tell about a time you
made something or did something and learned more than you expected because
you weren’t just looking at it.

Bread vs. Rubber Erasers
Getting to use a rubber eraser would be
a novelty to a
poor country boy
like Caleb, but
even he would
know what it was.
Rubber erasers
had been around
for nearly a half
century by then,
though they were
not as common
as they are today.
Plenty of people
would still use a
piece of bread to
rub out pencil
marks until nearly another half century
brought improvements in technology
that made rubber erasers last longer
and become cheaper.

In the News
One of the things Caleb was able to
study while he worked was the symbols
that mapmakers use. Look through
today’s paper for a map. What special
symbols are used to help you understand the map? If you find more than
one map, compare them to see what
symbols are on both and what symbols
are only on one or the other. Why do the
two maps use different symbols?

Signal flags
Ship-to-Ship or Ship-to-Shore
communications could take several forms in the days before radio.
Lanterns could be made to “blink”
by covering and uncovering them
to send coded messages at night,
or a man standing on deck could
wave two flags in a semaphore
system where the position of his
arms indicated the letters of the
message.
One of the most widely used daytime methods was of flags that
represent letters. The flags here
spell out “Freehand” from top to
bottom, though the second “E”
would probably be a “repeat” flag,
used to save time and avoid the
need to have several sets of flags.
Another common time saver was
to have a particular flag stand
for a routine message, such as “I
require a pilot” or “I am altering
my course to starboard.”
Navies at this time developed
codes that combined a way to
avoid spelling out each word with
the need to avoid having enemies
know what you are saying.
In our story, use of the code allows
the ship to get her message to
shore quickly and efficiently.
For more information and to see a
set of flags, look up “signal flags”
at Wikipedia.

Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. Quill pen, rubber eraser (Ink isn’t a “tool” but would
be acceptable.)
2. His friend, Private Clark, and General Pike had died
in the war.
3. A boat, “The Lady of the Lake” came.
4. Go tell General Brown the enemy was coming.
5. Brownville

Reading Comprehension
1. He was learning from it, and it was a distraction
from thinking about his friends.
2. Gen. Pike’s body was brought back to be buried at
Sackets Harbor, Clark’s was not.
3. He would slow down sometimes to let it rest and
catch its breath.
4. He sits down to have dinner.
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Chapter Eight:
The Battle
Begins

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
buggy - shot (noun) - bateaux - maneuver - regulars - fall back

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Why did it seem natural for Caleb to help General Brown?
2. Why didn’t the British fleet come to shore right away?
3. What was the Old Sow?
4. What was the weather like the night before the battle?
5. What did Caleb see that made him think Alex had done something wrong?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. Why did the British boats start to go back to the ships?
2. Who was the first to realize it was a smaller group of boats? How can you tell?
3. Why did General Brown tell the boys to have the shipyard set on fire?
4. What did the militia do that the General hadn’t expected?

In your own words...
It seemed natural for Caleb to stay near the general and for General Brown to give him
errands to run. He even gave Caleb and Alex an important task. Write a brief essay
explaining some of the reasons you think General Brown trusted Caleb?

The versatile bateau
“Bateau” is simply the French
word for “boat,” and so a
bateau could be just about any
sort of boat.
But along the St. Lawrence, the
name referred to a long boat
that would have had oars and,
in most cases, a sail, and that
would have carried people and
freight up and down the river.
The bateau above was built by students as a historical project for the War of 1812 Bicentennial,
at the Buffalo Maritime Center, and it is the type of light boat that the British and Canadian
forces would have used to come ashore at the Battle of Sackets Harbor. Larger and more stable
than the war canoes of the Mohawk, but lighter than the small gunboats that also came along on
the attack, the bateau was a swift way to carry armed men to where you needed them or to carry
supplies back and forth from ship to shore.
The bateau was also built to handle the rapids in a river system that had not been smoothed out by
the St. Lawrence Seaway or, farther down towards the Niagara Frontier, the Welland Canal. It could
go through white water or, when the risk was too much, it was light enough to be hauled out of the
water, then dragged and carried from the top of the rapids to the safer waters below.
You can see pictures of the construction of this bateau and another, as well as a short video of a
bateau in motion on the river, at http://www.buffalomaritimecenter.org, where you will also find
information about visiting the center to see historic boats in person.

An ‘old sow’ weighs a lot more than 32 pounds
The cannon known as “Old Sow” was
a 32-pounder, but that hardly describes
the weight of the huge gun itself.
Cannons were rated by the weight of
the ball they threw, with the most
common sizes in this era being 12, 18,
24 and 32 pounders, though they
could be as small as a six-pounder
and Admiral Nelson’s flagship carried a pair of 68-pound guns.
Range varied by barrel length and the amount of powder used, but a
long 32 pounder like Old Sow, with a full charge, could hurl a six-inch
diameter ball 2000 yards, or well over a mile (1760 yards). Naturally, it
would be more accurate at shorter ranges.
The cannons pictured were left behind when the British retreated from
Boston during the Revolution and now stand on Cambridge Green.

In the News
The soldiers at Sackets Harbor
were as ready for battle as
they were going to be, but then
they had to wait for the British
attack before they could do
anything.
Look
through
today’s paper for examples of
people getting ready for something, who will also then have
to wait before they can put
their careful training and
preparations to use.

Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. They arrived together, so he just stayed near him.
2. There was no wind.
3. A cannon
4. rainy and cold
5. The shipyard was on fire.

Reading Comprehension
1. They thought the American fleet was returning.
2. The Mohawk, who went to attack them
3. If they lost, he didn’t want the British to get the
supplies and the ship.
4. They ran away.
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Chapter Nine:
To Build
a Nation
Vocabulary
Knowing what these words
mean will help you enjoy the
chapter
dragoons - green (wood)
apprenticed - indentures

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Why was General Brown angry?
2. Why was Colonel Backus lying down?
3. Who did General Brown find to join in the fight?
4. What did Alex tell Caleb he had decided to do.
5. What was Caleb going to do after the war?

What’s Going On? Reading Comprehension
1. Why did General Brown have the dragoons shout that they had won?
2. Why did the British retreat?
3. What job did Caleb and Alex do after the battle ended?
4. Why did Caleb signal to Alex to be quiet when he came into the store?
5. What change did Caleb notice about his feelings about Dan McKenzie?

In your own words...
Both boys learned a lot about life and about themselves in the course of this story.
Which one of them changed more? Write a brief essay explaining your choice,
and telling how the boys changed from when we first met them.

Who gave that order?
Although Alex McKenzie is a fictional character,
the premature order to set fire to the shipyard
is a real part of the history of the Battle of Sackets Harbor. The ship under construction, the renamed “General Pike,” was saved, but a half
million dollars worth of much-needed supplies
were destroyed.

In the News
(working with a primary source)
News of the battle first appeared in the
Plattsburgh Republican, a weekly paper,
13 days later, on June 11, 1813.
For a more complete account from the
next edition (June 18(, see Page 32

The mistaken order was blamed on Lt. John
Drury, a young naval officer, and he faced a
court martial for disobedience of orders and for
cowardice, but was found innocent. It is often
suggested that the order was given by Lt. Woolcott
Chauncey, the younger brother of the hero who
commanded naval forces there.
Whoever panicked, the loss of materials was not
fiction: It was very real and very serious.

Apprenticeship
The term “apprentice” covered a great deal of
ground in 1815, from the talented student of
a skilled craftsman to a simple indentured
servant who was little more than cheap labor.
The indentured servant might be a child
bound in service in exchange for payment to a
poor family, or an older servant earning
transportation to the New World in exchange
for several years of work. In Caleb’s case, the
master, as a skilled artisan, might be getting a
fee in exchange for teaching him, or he might
do it in return for talented, willing help.
Answer Key
Facts and Details
1. The shipyard was on fire.
2. He’d been wounded.
3. The militia
4. To go home
5. Learn to be a surveyor and mapmaker
Reading Comprehension
1. To trick the militia into coming out of hiding
2. They thought the militia were more soldiers coming.
3. burying the dead
4. So he could surprise his mother
5. He didn’t like him, but he didn’t hate him anymore.
Students can comment on the story or talk to the author at http://www.weeklystorybook.com/freehand 25

Story Map
Use this story map to outline a chapter of the reading serial.

Chapter Title

Characters

Setting Description

Problem/Conflict

Action/ Story Event

Action/Story Event

Solution

Ending

Character Profile Chart
Use this chart to develop a character report
At the beginning.......
Character Name

Description of Appearance
....... List words......

Picture of Character

Description of Personality
....List words......

Character reminds me of _______
_______________________________
Why?___________________________
________________________________

What is the character’s role
in the story?

At the end......

In the Middle.......

By the end of the story has the
character changed in any way? How
and why?

What has happened in the
story that has affected this
character?
Would you categorize this
character as one-dimensional
or multi-dimensional?

Freehand
Vocabulary Acquisition Graphic Organizer
Use this sheet to record new vocabulary you learn while reading the story.
Synonym (similar
Suffixes
meaning)

Root (s)

Antonym
(opposite
meaning)

Target Word

Prefixes

Related Words
(Words with same
root

Directions
1. Place target word in middle
and use dictionary to record
definition.
Ex. accept

Definition

2. List root, prefix and suffix.
(Prefix = ac, which means at or
toward; Root = cept, which
means to grasp, take, or seize)
3. List synonym (permit) and
antonym (decline).
4. Review meaning of prefix and
suffix and list related words.
Ex. according, acclimate
Adapted from Gunter, M., Estes, T. & Schwab, J. (2003). Instruction: A Models Approach. Boston, Allyn
and Bacon; copyright Peason Education, Inc.

Jeopardy Sheet
Create your own Jeopardy answers and questions.
Cut out squares, assign values and play with a partner.
The answer is .
The question is

The answer is
The question is

Value $

Value $

The answer is .
The question is

The answer is
The question is

Value $

Value $

The answer is .
The question is

The answer is .
The question is

Value $

Value $

The answer is
The question is

The answer is
The question is

Value $

Value $

Note-Taking Recording Sheet
Recorder’s Name _____________________________________________
Chapter Title ____________________________________________
Characters mentioned in this chapter _______________________
__________________________________________________________
Main Event/Action _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Special terms or interesting words in this chapter ___________
____________________________________________________________
Some feelings I had while I read this chapter_________________
____________________________________________________________

Self-Monitor Checklist for Group Discussion
In today’s discussion, I would give myself the following rating:
1. Excellent
_____I
_____I
_____I
_____I
_____I
_____I
_____I

2. Good 3. Needs Improvement
not do

4. Did

completed the note-taking recording sheet.
used the recording sheet during discussion.
contributed to the discussion meaningfully.
listened while others contributed to discussion.
learned while preparing notes.
learned during group discussion.
enjoyed the group discussion.

Helpful on-line resources
This site provides a Canadian view of the war that avoids over-romanticizing it from either
side. Best quote from the first page: “Although there was considerable incompetence
demonstrated on both sides, it was not, however, a war without significant consequences.”
http://canadachannel.ca/HCO/index.php/6._The_War_of_1812
Another Canadian site, this one provides links to some very informative and entertaining
articles on a variety of subjects from Christmas in 1812 to turncoats among American
politicians, as well as multimedia links, quizzes and some primary documents of the war.
http://www.warof1812.ca/
This is the American site for the Bicentennial of the War. It’s set up more for tourism than academic study, but that could prove helpful if you’re looking to make the story locally relevant
for your students. There are historical sites and museums throughout the Eastern US and
Canada listed here, together with their websites.
http://www.visit1812.com/
Forsyth’s Rifles was a real rifle company, remembered today by a reenactor group based in
Ogdensburg. Their website has pictures of the group as they would have been in
1813. The photos on page 11 of this guide are of a member of the group.
http://www.forsythsrifles.org/
Here’s a second website dedicated to riflemen and strong in its identification with Forsyth’s
Rifles. While both are valuable, this one has a different set of links with a somewhat
broader application to the overall history of the war.
http://www.1812usriflemen.org/
The fort at Ogdensburg had a history beyond the skirmishes it endured in 1812. This site
provides background on that story, as well as on the brief battle referred to in our story.
http://www.fort1749.org/
Plattsburgh, NY, was the site of a major American victory in 1814, which is commemorated
each year with reenactments. This site provides information on the war that goes beyond
that celebration, with some excellent links for teachers and enthusiasts.
http://www.champlain1812.com/index.html
This site offers digital images of Northern New York papers from a variety of eras. It’s where
we found the articles on the war reprinted here. You won’t find a lot from the period,
beyond the Plattsburgh Republican, but there’s a lot more there than we made use
of, and it’s a resource of primary documents you’ll find handy other times as well.
http://news.nnyln.net/
This is the website for the Sackets Harbor Battlefield Alliance, the group that manages the
battlefield itself and that assisted us in making sure our story was historically accurate.
http://www.sacketsharborbattlefield.org/
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Reports from the front:
To the right, the report on the Battle of
Sackets Harbor from the June 18,
1813 Plattsburgh Republican. A full
size version of this report, together
with other materials, may be downloaded at the blog site.
Below, reports following the invasion
of York, from the same issue of the Republican. Note that the sources of this
material are the New York Statesman
and the Albany Argus.
Note also that the Republican was a
weekly paper, so the time between an
event and it coverage would also be a
factor of publishing date: A story might
come in six days before the next issue.
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Using “Freehand” to achieve learning standards
“Freehand” offers a variety of teaching opporunities, and our questions for each chapter are
deliberately uniform and basic, in order to allow teachers the choice of what standards and
goals they want to emphasize and when.
For example, the first section of questions, “Facts and Details,” can be used as a simple
check to make sure students understand the basics of what they have read. To that end,
you can simply require a simple answer of a few words.
If you are concurrently working on grammar and writing structure, you may wish to require
that answers be expressed in the form of complete sentences.
But you should, when time permits, require students to furnish evidence from the text to
support their response.
This additional requirement becomes more important in the second set of questions,
“What’s Going On?”, which calls for inferences from the text.
For example, in Chapter Three, students are asked why the Floodwoods would be chosen to
remain behind after the defeat, and the answer is nearly explicit in the text: Because they didn’t wear uniforms, a Floodwood could get rid of his weapon and pose as a civilian. A student
can quote the passage in the text that suggests this, drawing a straightforward inference.
However, another question in that chapter asks why Corporal Daley claimed Caleb was
going to scrimshaw his powder horn for him. It is never specifically stated that he is saving
the boy from a beating, and the student would have to cite the portion of the text that says
Caleb had not heard anything about scrimshaw.
A more advanced student might also cite the portion where the other soldiers also say Caleb
is going to scrimshaw their powder horns, as well as Private Clark’s cutting of firewood for
him, as evidence that the men have taken up Caleb’s safety as their concern and are protecting him.
That spontaneous conspiracy, an absolutely critical element in Caleb’s departure from
home, is the subject of the “In Your Own Words” question.
These more open-ended questions are, obviously, designed as writing prompts, but can also
be topics for classroom discussion, particularly in settings where the more perceptive students can be asked to justify their responses, allowing less advanced readers to see how
their classmates are able to analyze the text.
Since some “In Your Own Words” questions are designed to have students probe the text for
deeper inferences and others are designed to prompt students to apply the themes of the
story to experiences in their own lives, you will want to scan these questions ahead of time
to see which ones match the goals you may have in mind.
The “In the News” questions can be used to achieve goals regarding informational text, as
well as standards that call for comparison of texts.
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Tracking individual standards
This matrix is based on the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts, which can
be downloaded at www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards.

After creating your lesson plan for each chapter, note the standards by circling
that chapter number opposite the standard so you can track those which
may still need to be addressed. These are summaries of the standards;
consult the actual document itself to see the specific elements for
literature and informational text in a particular grade level.

Key Ideas and Details
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly
and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions
drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze
their development; summarize the key supporting
details and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas
develop and interact over the course of a text.
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Craft and structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape
meaning or tone.
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5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g.,
a section, chapter or scene) relate to each other and the
whole.

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content
and style of a text.
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually and quantitatively,
as well as in words.

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims
in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well
as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the
approaches the authors take.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

