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Language notes
The end of the Seven Years War, known in the US as the French and Indian War, in 1763
meant the loss of all French territory east of the Mississippi except for St. Pierre and
Miquelon, two small islands in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence. French Canadians refer to this
as “The Conquest,” and it is an extremely significant event in their history.

Cut off from France, the language was to some extent frozen in time and yet, to that same ex-
tent, permitted to evolve on its own. The result is a form of French with some differences in
pronunciation from that spoken in France and with unique slang, some of it archaic and some
quite modern.

The Canadian form today is different from the formal French taught in classrooms, just as
the English spoken in London differs from that spoken in the southern United States. But it
is also a source of pride and identity within French-speaking regions of Canada. In our story,
you will see a distance between the English-speaking employers and the French-speaking
voyageurs. You may wish to address it or ignore it, depending on how similar differences
may occur within the community that makes up your classroom.

Foreword

While our story takes place mostly in what is now Canada, it has local relevance in
many parts of the United States, including along our northern border west of the Great
Lakes, where, in 1800, the specific lines were not firm. 

Grand Portage, where supplies from Montreal were transferred to northern traders, is
today part of Minnesota, and the fur trade in our Rocky Mountains and Pacific North-
west included a great many Canadians, not the least known of whom was Toussaint
Charbonneau, who, four years after our story begins, joined Lewis & Clark’s Corps of
Discovery, along with his wife, Sacajawea.

In addition, there remain parts of New England where children still speak French at
home, and even more places where French Canadian culture remains a vital part of the
local community.

Most of all, our story captures the coming together of cultures, both the French and
English, and the European and Aboriginal, and, as you will see, it is, above all, a story
of how people choose the paths they will take in life.

We hope you’ll find value in it as a way to teach history and culture, and that you and
your students will enjoy the adventure!

Mike Peterson
series author
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Using this guide

Look through the activities at the beginning and end of  this guide and plan which ones you will use and at what point
you will introduce them. It is also recommended that you look over the questions in each chapter guide to plan your
testing of  knowledge within that chapter.

But please don’t take it all so seriously!

This story is intended to be interesting and fun as well as educational.  All questions and research topics are intended
for modification and adaptation to your classroom and ability levels. Let them be fun!

The graphic organizers and other items in the back of  the guide can be used with multiple chapters.

Each chapter includes questions for literal and inferential meaning to guide discussion and measure comprehension.

The T/F&Y (“True/False and Why”) activity helps students learn to back up their answers with information from
the text, a critical skill.

  Resources include websites to support your teaching. You can use these as backgrounders on your own or to help create
SmartBoard and similar layouts to use as teaching aids. 

The standards checklist serves as a document to record the standards met throughout the unit. By noting when you have
applied a particular standard, you can track the balance of  your emphasis on the many ways in which standards can be
applied throughout this story and guide.

Have a (virtual) author visit in your classroom!

If  you would like to set up a Skype interview, email me at teachup@gmail.com and we can talk about holding a live on-
line presentation for your students.
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Sources and resources

Books

Making the Voyageur World: Travelers and Traders in the North American Fur Trade, Carolyn Podruchny,
University of Nebraska Press, 2006
This was a major source for the story, as well as a book that was often cited by other sources. For any-
one who seriously wants to know more, this is kind of dry but never dull and covers a lot of ground.

The People of New France, Alan Greer, Univ of Toronto Press 1999
This is a discussion of Lower Canada under the French, so it’s set a bit earlier than our period but still
valid and important to understanding the social setting

Empire of the Bay: An Illustrated History of the Hudson's Bay Company, Peter C. Newman, Viking/Penguin, 1989
A coffeetable book with amusing anecdotes and a readable history of HBC. A good overall introduction
but fluffy, especially given that Antoine signed up with the North West Company instead of HBC.
However, the illustrations are glorious and I provided artist Dylan Meconis with a copy for her use as
reference pics.

On-line resources
(Note that all links in this guide are interactive.)

Voyageur information

Virtual Museum of New France
http://www.historymuseum.ca/virtual-museum-of-new-france

Most Frequent Names
http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/en/NomsPrenoms.htm#Le%20palmar%C3%A8s%20des%20pr%C3%A9noms
This page gives lists of the most common first and last names in Quebec prior to 1800. Fun for anyone
with an interest in the time or who wants to set up a role-playing lesson plan. Besides scrolling
through the most common names, you can search for a name and find its frequency in the period.

Interactive Map of Upper Canada
http://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/RUMSEY~8~1~4040~330018:A-Map-of-the-Province-of-Upper-Cana
Not just a beautiful old map but one compiled in our story's year of 1800. Doesn't reach all the way to
the western portion of our adventure but was very handy for the pork-eaters' portion of the trip!

Voyageur Contract
http://www.northwestjournal.ca/Contract.htm
A great resource for role-playing lessons, kids can fill in their own contract and sign up with the North
West Company as voyageurs. From 1801, it can't be too different than what Antoine and Marcel had
signed the year before! (With additional information about the people and the business)

Northwest Journal
http://www.northwestjournal.ca/nwjindex.html
Informative articles on a variety of topics, this would be an excellent resource for students wanting to
write reports on the topic of voyageurs. They should watch dates in references, since some describe
things after 1800.



Voyageur overview
http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/nwc/history/08.htm
Getting the details right was important for our story, and, if you like details, this McGill University
site is fun to poke through!

Voyageur songs
http://www.revelsdc.org/canadiancd/notes.html
Mostly a list, but it provides both titles and some interesting "liner notes" to prompt further research

http://www.therewasatime.net/Voyageur%20Song-%20Lyrics.pdf
A more useful collection of lyrics in French and translated to English

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGG9QJ18bbY
Here’s a rendition of the song Jean Baptiste leads the crew in as they head up the Ottawa from Lac St.
Luc. Though this is a modern recording, you can tell how the voyageurs would have joined in, with
Jean Baptiste leading. (If your class is prone to giggling, you may want to preview this. It is mildly PG.)

Easter Water
http://www.canada.com/montrealgazette/story.html?id=3827670a-7ef2-4f15-adaf-def483a345af
Our story begins with a very old French Canadian custom not well known outside the province or
even among modern Quebecers. Here’s an article from the Montreal Gazette about the practice. 

Aboriginal information

Athabascan overview
http://www.aaanativearts.com/alaskan-natives/athabascan.htm
The people with whom Alexis finds himself were a Northern people quite separate from native people
further south with whom you may be more familiar. Here’s a native site with information on the
overall culture.

Dane-Zaa (The Beaver people)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danezaa_people
The specific group in our story, the Beaver, are part of the Dine culture. Here’s a closer look at them. 

First Nations articles
http://www.calverley.ca/part1contents.html
This collection of short articles about the Athabascan people by native writers turned out to be the
mother lode in understanding Small Owl and her family. There isn't one piece here that explains it
all, but lots of good pieces which formed a spine upon which to build the fictitious band of our story.

Metis point of view
http://www.jkcc.com/voyageurs.html
This site, celebrating the Metis, who came from the marriages of voyageurs with local women, starts
with a quote I saw many times from an old voyageur explaining why he had never gone back to
farming along the St. Lawrence (see guide pages for Chapter 14), as well as photos and records of those
who stayed, married and became a new group within Canada’s “cultural mosaic.”
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Knowing newspapers
Front page
Typically the front page covers the most important news. The decision of what to put on Page One

is made during meetings. The most important news is located above the fold in broadsheet newspapers
(papers that are folded horizontally).The front page of a newspaper contains information such as the
name of the paper, its year of origin, the date and often an index.

Classified Advertisements
These ads are within the classified section and are listed by categories (classifications) such as homes

for sales, automobiles, help wanted, lost and found, etc. They are brief and contain information such as
telephone numbers, cost, salary, etc.

Editorial Page
An editorial page usually contains an editorial, other opinion pieces, letters from readers and an ed-

itorial cartoon.

Editorial
Editorials are written using fact and opinion. They represent the view of an editorial board rather

than one person and provide commentary and opinion on issues, debates and events. Editorials appear
on the editorial page, but, unlike columns, do not give the writer’s name, because they represent the
entire newspaper and not just one person.

Editorial/Political Cartoons— Editorial or Political cartoons are graphic illustrations that provide com-
mentary on an issue through the use of elements such as symbols.

Web Site Resource
http://nieonline.com/aaec/cftc.cfm

This site offers lesson plans for using editorial and political cartoons as teaching tools.

Display/Retail Advertisements
These are ads for goods and services. They are located throughout the newspaper. These advertise-

ments contain pertinent information such as telephone numbers, store hours, sale prices and location
of the business or organization. Ads may contain graphic illustrations and/or photographs. They vary
in size and shape.

Sports Section
Usually the sports stories found in this section are written using descriptive language and literary

styles such as simile, metaphors, etc.

Opinion Columns
Opinion columns are written by individuals and may not  represent the views of the editorial board.

The opinions expressed in the columns are those of the individual column writer.

Feature Writing
Feature articles are written pieces that are not considered hard news. They may be timely if written

as a review or highlighting an upcoming event or production but they are usually stories that do not
contain “breaking news.” Features stories are often human interest articles and sometimes are strictly
informational and process oriented. For example, a story about home improvements may include a
how-to section.
8



Headlines
Headlines tell what the story is about. They use big letters and just a few words so readers can decide

quickly if they are interested in the stories and want to read them.

Inverted Pyramid Writing Style
The inverted pyramid style of writing involves writing the most essential details and information

at the top and less important details in later paragraphs.The questions answered are often referred to
as the 5 W’s and How — what, who, when, where, why and how.

Obituaries
An obituary is a notice placed by a funeral home to announce someone’s death. Until recently,

obituaries were considered news and, at most newspapers, subject to the same rules as any news stories.
Each newspaper had its own style (rules) about things like what terms could be used, how many
surviving relatives could be listed and whether or not hobbies and interests could be mentioned. Today,
many papers consider obituaries a type of ad. Families pay to have obits in the paper, but, in return,
they can make them much more personal than in the days when they were “news items.”

e-Edition
An e-Edition or Electronic edition is an exact copy of the newspaper on-line, so that the reader

goes page by page as if reading the paper edition, with all the content of the print edition as well as
all the advertisements and other elements. E-editions provide readers with the ease of use of a com-
puter without sacrificing any of the newspaper’s content.

Newspaper Background Information
Here are two sites with lesson plans for teaching about and with newspapers.

http://www.frankwbaker.com/messages_and_meanings.htm

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson139.shtml
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Chapter One:Chapter One:
The Voyageur’sThe Voyageur’s

SonSon

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

hearth     rekindle     sabbath     brigade     voyageur     stamina     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What river flows past the Guilbault's farm?

2. Is Jean Paul younger or older than Antoine?

3. Why had Antoine taken on extra work for the past several months?

4. What two things has his father taught Antoine over the past year?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing why you chose that answer:

T F 1. It is a bright, sunshiny morning as our story begins.

T F 2. Antoine Guilbault is unusually strong for a boy his age.

T F 3. Antoine's mother has negative thoughts about him becoming a voyageur.

Look it up!

What else was happening in 1800? Make a short timeline of  people and events
that were important in Canada, the United States and around the world.
For instance, who was president of  the US? Who was king of  England?



Chapter Two:Chapter Two:
Good Neighbors,Good Neighbors,

Good FriendsGood Friends

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

toque     portage     wharf      ledger     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What religion are the Guilbaults?
2. What happened to Alexis Gauthier?
3. What is the French word for "middle"?
4. Why did Alexis bring tobacco with him?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing why you chose that answer:
T F 1. There aren't a lot of  people Antoine's age in his neighborhood.
T F 2. Antoine would not want to be a voyageur if  his family didn't need the money.
T F 3. The docks at Lachine were very quiet on the night before voyageurs left for the west.

What do you think?

Antoine’s mother worries about Antoine because of  what happened to their neighbor, Alexis. 
But she doesn’t tell him not to go. How would you feel if  your family needed the money

but someone you love had to take a dangerous job? Write an essay explaining your opinion.



Chapter Three:Chapter Three:
Farewell toFarewell to

LachineLachine

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

inn     cobblestones     clerk     bow     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Why did Marcel Bouchard come back to Quebec for the winter this year?

2. What did Antoine and Marcel have for breakfast that morning?

3. How can Antoine tell which man is the boss?

4. How does Marcel know Jean Baptiste has a special job on the canoe?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Voyageurs admire a first-timer who shows a lot of  ambition.

T F 2. Voyageurs believe in sharing with each other.

T F 3. Jean Baptiste works from the very front of  the canoe.

Look it up!

Antoine brought smoked meat with him because it is something that won’t spoil quickly.
It’s a popular traditional food in French Canada. Look up “smoked meat” and see
how many types of  smoked meat you can find, and what cultures they come from.



Chapter Four:Chapter Four:
Up the OttawaUp the Ottawa

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

Mass     pease porridge     salt pork     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Why is it important to Jean Baptiste to lead the voyageurs in song?

2. What are two ways this chapter shows Antoine being less excited about the trip?

3. How does Jean Baptiste help to cheer up the men in his canoe?

4. Who is required to do the work of  gathering firewood at night?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Antoine was surprised when they stopped for a religious service.

T F 2. The voyageurs paused in their day for a good hot meal to keep up their energy.

T F 3. The voyageurs had to handle their canoes carefully to avoid damaging them. 

Look it up!

Jean Baptiste leads the men in his canoe in a song that helps them paddle in the right timing.
Voyageurs were not the only workers who sang while they worked: Look up “work songs” 

make a list of  some other jobs in which singing was traditional.



Chapter Five:Chapter Five:
The Voyageurs’The Voyageurs’

LifeLife

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

thwart     stern     portage     dram     bluffs     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. What is the term for carrying the canoe and its cargo on a path around a waterfall?
2. How much weight would most voyageurs carry during a portage? 
3. Why did Marcel suggest that Antoine share his rum with Jean Baptiste?
4. What does Antoine's reaction to the ghost story tell you about voyageurs and their education?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. The voyageurs would get a brief  moment to rest each hour.

T F 2. Marcel did not want Antoine to get injured by trying to do too much work too soon.

T F 3. Jean Baptiste was always kind, even to the new voyageurs.

What do you think?

At first, Antoine thinks Marcel is babying him by not letting him try to carry two packs at a
time. Have you ever wanted to do what older or more experienced people were doing, 

but told not to? Was Marcel right or should he have let Antoine try? 



Chapter Six:Chapter Six:
Ritual on theRitual on the

RiverRiver

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

ritual     gesture     throng      oath     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. How does Jean Baptiste show that he likes Antoine?

2. How does the ceremony change the way the voyageurs get along?

3. What can the clerks promise the voyageurs to avoid being thrown in the water?

4. How long had it been since the voyageurs left home?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Stopping on a sandy beach is easier than stopping where there are rocks.

T F 2. The bourgeouis would have stopped the ceremony if  he had realized what was happening.

T F 3. The clerk, McDonald, is bilingual and speaks French and English equally well.

Look it up!

The voyageurs are not the only group to have a ceremony that turns newcomers into part
of  the group. Look up “line-crossing ceremonies” to see how sailors perform a similar

ritual when their new shipmates first cross the Equator.



Chapter Seven:Chapter Seven:
RendezvousRendezvous

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

rendezvous     swamped     palisade     trading post     bale     postpone     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. How was paddling on Lake Huron different than the rivers and lakes the voyageurs had seen before?
2. How did many of  the voyageurs at Grand Portage behave?
3. Are both of  Antoine's friends in favor of  his going north rather than home to Quebec?
4. How did Marcel learn to read and write?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing Why you chose that answer:
T F 1. Marcel and Jean Baptiste enjoy joining in the parties of  the voyageurs.
T F 2. Antoine wants to get back to his home and family as soon as possible.
T F 3. Jean Baptiste enjoys teasing his friends.

What do you think?

Jean Baptiste jokes around a lot, but he has serious advice for Antoine. Do you ever have
trouble telling when someone is kidding and when they are serious? Write a brief

essay about how you prefer to get advice from friends and relatives. 



Chapter Eight:Chapter Eight:
Heading NorthHeading North

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

express     ramrod     spit     sou     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. How does Antoine make sure his family knows that he is heading north instead of  coming
home?
2. How many people does it take to paddle a canot du nord?
3. What work will the voyageurs have to do at the fort where they will be staying?
4. Does Marcel feel the voyageurs will be in danger from Indian attacks?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Some voyageurs married native women in the high country.

T F 2. The canoes Antoine and Marcel would take north were larger than the ones they came in from

Lachine.

T F 3. Marcel thinks Jean Baptiste is funny, but he also respects him.

Look it up!

Antoine and Marcel are headed for Athabasca, also called “the Athabascan.” It was a long way
into the rural countryside then and it’s still far from most major cities today. Look up Athabasca 

and see what it is like today. (What is the major industry there?)



Chapter Nine:Chapter Nine:
Disaster!Disaster!

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

upriver     rig     braces     cascade     channel     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. How do the voyageurs feel about Campbell? Why?
2. Why do two of  the canoes have five men paddling instead of  six?
3. How does Campbell ignore the advice of  the voyageurs at the falls?
4. Is there any serious damage to the canoe?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing Why you chose that answer:
T F 1. Campbell tries hard to make the voyageurs' work fun.
T F 2. The voyageurs knew it would be very hard to drag the canoes up the falls.
T F 3. Campbell's bad judgment caused serious damage and injuries.

What do you think?

Marcel had worried that Campbell was too interested in going quickly and not interestd in the
safety of  the men and canoes. Now there has been an accident. Have you ever tried to do

something too quickly and had it ruined? Write a brief  essay about the topic.



Chapter Ten:Chapter Ten:
Now What?Now What?

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

cache     Aboriginal     parlay     cask     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. How can you tell the voyageurs don't expect Campbell to solve their problems?

2. Why were the Beaver men out in the forest?

3. Why did the Beaver want salt pork?

4. How many men had been killed in the accident?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. The cargo that was left would fit into the two undamaged canoes.

T F 2. Campbell didn't worry about arriving on schedule, as long as everyone was safe.

T F 3. The languages spoken by Beaver and Slavey people are similar.

Look it up!

The Beaver are also known by their own name, Dane-zaa. What can you find out about
the people who have come to help the voyageurs? Look them up and write a

brief  essay that someone could use to learn about the Dane-zaa.



Chapter Eleven:Chapter Eleven:
Family ReunionFamily Reunion

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

mystified     laden     lodge     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning
1. Who is the translator for the Beaver? How does Antoine know him?

2. How does Alexis feel about the Beaver people?

3. How do the Beaver feel about alcohol?

4. What does Alexis suggest that Antoine do?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Alexis did not recognize Antoine right away.

T F 2. Alexis never tried to let his family in Quebec know he was staying in the high country.

T F 3. Marcel thinks Antoine will enjoy staying with the Beaver more than being with Campbell.

Look it up!

It was certainly a surprise to find Alexis, but such things happen in real life, too. Look up the 
story of  how, just a few years later our story takes place, a young woman named Sacagawea

truly did meet up with her brother: Google “Sacagawea brother meeting”



Chapter Twelve:Chapter Twelve:
En dérouineEn dérouine

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter
lean-to     partridge     pemmican     choke cherry     dilapidated

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. Why is the meal held outdoors at the Beaver village?
2. How do the Beaver make sure the kids don't disturb the speeches and serious talk?
3. How will Antoine and Marcel find their way from the Beaver village to their trading post?
4. What do the voyageurs give Spotted Deer to thank him for his help?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the
text showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Alexis made his speeches in both Beaver and French so everyone could understand them.
T F 2. The Beaver enjoy telling funny stories.
T F 3. Spotted Deer slept on the other side of  the campsite at night because he was shy.

What do you think!

The Beaver parents had the children sit at the outside of  the group so that they could play
and fuss without disturbing the adults. Can you think of  gatherings where young kids
have had to sit quietly, or perhaps have been given a place where they didn’t have to?
Write an essay about how you feel little kids should be treated at adult gatherings.



Chapter Thirteen:Chapter Thirteen:
Winter in Winter in 
AthabascaAthabasca

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

sapling     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What did the Beaver women teach the voyageurs?
2. Why did Toussaint go to the Beaver village with Antoine at first?
3. How well did Antoine learn the Beaver language?
4. How did winter change the way the Beaver and the voyageurs ate?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing Why you chose that answer:

T F 1. Learning a new language is kind of  like being a baby and learning to talk.
T F 2. Antoine stayed close to the Beaver village and rarely traveled far from it. 
T F 3. Winter is a harsh time in the Athabascan.

Look it up!

The Beaver women show the voyageurs how to smoke and dry moose meat to keep it from
spoiling. Most often, they would then turn it into pemmican to provide food for the long
winter. Look up “pemmican” and see how it was made, and then used as food later in

different recipes by native peoples throughout North America.



Chapter Fourteen:Chapter Fourteen:
DownriverDownriver

Vocabulary
Knowing what these words mean will help you enjoy the chapter

boisterous     

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What did Small Owl's grandmother give Antoine?
2. What two reasons does Alexis give for staying in the high country?
3. What prank does Jean Baptiste play on Antoine?
4. Will Antoine ever leave Quebec again?

T/F&Y: Circle each of  these statements to mark it True or False. Then quote a few words from the text
showing why you chose that answer:

T F 1. The Beaver like Antoine, but don't accept him as family.
T F 2. Antoine and Jean Baptiste traveled back to Quebec together.
T F 3. Antoine brought good news and presents to the Gauthier family.

What do you think?

What is the next chapter in Antoine’s life? Most voyageurs came home and went back 
to farming. Others did not. Using his thought, “peut-etre,” as a starting point, 

tell how you think his life will turn out. 



“Peut-etre” - Why Antoine thinks “Maybe”

"I have been forty-two years in this country. For twenty-four I was a light canoeman; I required but little sleep, but sometimes got less
than required. No portage was too long for me; all portages were alike. My end of the canoe never touched the ground until I saw the
end of it. Fifty songs a day were nothing to me. I could carry, walk, and sing with any man I ever saw. During that period I saved the
lives of ten bourgeois, and was always the favorite, because when others stopped to carry at a bad spot, and lost time, I pushed on -
over the rapids, over the cascades, over chutes; all were the same for me. No water, no weather ever stopped the paddle or the song. I
have had twelve wives in the country; and was once possessed of fifty horses and six running dogs, trimmed in the finest style. I was
then like a bourgeois, rich and happy; no bourgeois had better dressed wives than I, no Indian chief finer horses; no white man better
harnessed or swifter dogs. I beat all Indians at the race, and no white man ever passed me in the chase. I wanted for nothing; and spent
all my earnings in the enjoyment although I now have not a spare shirt on my back, nor a penny to buy one. Yet, were I young, I
should glory in commencing the same career again. I would spend another half century in the same way. There is no life so happy as a
voyageur's; none so independent, no place where a man enjoys so much variety and freedom as in the Indian country. Huzza! Huzza!
Pour de pays sauvage. (‘For the wild country’)" 

-- an old voyageur, speaking to Alexander Ross on the shores of Lake Winnipeg in 1825.

Chapter 1
Facts and Details
1. St. Lawrence
2. younger
3. To become more fit and to put the farm
in excellent shape.
4. To paddle a canoe, and to work hard
T/F&Y: 1F  2T  3T 

Chapter 2
Facts and Details
1. Catholic
2. He went off  to be a voyageur and disap-
peared.
3. milieu
4. To trade for other things
T/F&Y: 1T  2F  3F 

Chapter 3
Facts and Details
1. To see his father
2. smoked meat
3. He is well-dressed, and he speaks English
4. His paddle is longer than the others
T/F&Y: 1F  2T  3F 

Chapter 4
Facts and Details
1. It helps keep their paddling in time (it's
also more pleasant)
2. He becomes homesick, his muscles are
sore (there could be more reasons)
3. By choosing a funny song for them to all
sing as they paddle
4. The new voyageurs
T/F&Y: 1F  2F  3T 

Chapter 5
Facts and Details
1. portage
2. 180 pounds
3. It was important to stay on Jean Bap-
tiste's good side.
4. Most voyageurs never learn to read and
write.
T/F&Y: 1T  2T  3F 

Chapter 6
Facts and Details
1. Either answer: He makes him his "altar
boy" OR he goes easy on him.
2. The new ones are now accepted as full
members of  the group.
3. A drink
4. Nine days
T/F&Y: 1T  2F  3F 

Chapter 7
Facts and Details
1. It had larger waves.
2. They drank and partied loudly.
3. Jean Baptiste is against it; Marcel is in
favor.
4. He had studied to be a priest.
T/F&Y: 1F  2F  3T 

Chapter 8
Facts and Details
1. He sends three letters so that one of
them will probably get through.
2. Six
3. They'll have to rebuild most of  the build-
ings and the palisade.
4. No
T/F&Y: 1T  2F  3T 

Chapter 9
Facts and Details
1. They dislike him; They think he's a bully
and doesn't know what he's doing (accept
other reasons)
2. Two voyageurs ran away in the night.
3. He insists on dragging the canoes over
the falls instead of  making a portage.
4. Yes. (Remind students of  the care
voyageurs use each night loading and un-
loading the canoes)
T/F&Y: 1F  2T  3T 

Chapter 10
Facts and Details
1. They start unloading the canoes and sug-
gesting things he should do.
2. They are hunters.

3. If  they had food to bring back, they
could leave immediately without any more
hunting.
4. Certainly one and probably two.
T/F&Y: 1F  2F 3T 

Chapter 11
Facts and Details
1. Alexis Gauthier, Antoine's next-door
neighbor.
2. He considers them his family.
3. They are against it.
4. Come and stay with the Beaver.
T/F&Y: 1T  2F  3T 

Chapter 12
Facts and Details
1. Their buildings are too small for a crowd.
2. They have them sit at the outside edge of
the group so they can leave when they get
bored.
3. Spotted Deer will guide them.
4. A hunting knife and some beads.
T/F&Y: 1T  2T  3F 

Chapter 13
Facts and Details
1. How to smoke and dry the moose meat
so it wouldn't spoil.
2. To teach him how to tell how good furs
were and to trade for them fairly
3. Well enough to be polite and to trade furs
without Alexis's help.
4. Food became hard to find.
T/F&Y: 1T  2F  3T 

Chapter 14
Facts and Details
1. A squirrel-fur bag for Louise
2. He loves his family there, and he doesn't
want to go work as a farmer anymore.
3. He tells him Louise got married.
4. Yes, he has one more year on this con-
tract (and perhaps he wants to go longer)
T/F&Y: 1T  2F  3T 

Answer Key



I A P E S I U O L V K R S L Z

Q G C T X I T S C Y O P M V P

A H U S E N O R Q Y E B A S O

T D L I A N R E V U O G O Y R

O M T T L B I G G J V F J L T

R K N P O B A U L R M D E L A

Z N F A I E E H O O U C W N G

K T A B C N S A T R R O T S E

I X N N P I Z I U A E O B D P

G R U A X H M E M L I D C F I

L E M E V C G M T N T K B L E

N V L J I A I T E G U M U D F

P A T Q Y L I O E P A R L A Y

L E U O A L I J L J G U V T F

U B V H N Y Z M Y A J G O B W

Word Search
These words, names and terms are hidden in this puzzle. Can you find them all?

Alexis
Antoine
Athabasca
avant
Beaver

bourgeois
en derouine
Gautier
gouvernail
Guilbeault

Jean Baptiste
Lachine
Little Owl
Louise
Marcel

milieux
parlay

pemmican
portage
voyageur







Word Search Solution
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Using this series to achieve standards

“Au Pays d’en Haut (To the High Country)” offers a variety of  teaching opportunities, and
our  questions for each chapter are deliberately uniform and basic, in order to allow teachers
the choice of  what standards and goals they want to emphasize and when.

For example, the first section of  questions, “Facts and Details,” can be used as a simple
check to make sure students understand the basics of  what they have read. To that end, you
can simply require a simple answer of  a few words. 

If  you are concurrently working on grammar and writing structure, you may wish to require
that answers be expressed in the form of  complete sentences. 

“T/F&Y” (“True/False and Why”) features relatively easy true-false questions, but then
requires students to furnish evidence from the text to support their responses.

“Look it up!” is an informational scavenger hunt geared towards helping students build re-
search skills. Some call for more detailed conclusions than others, all can be turned into
group projects, oral reports or discussion topics.
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