
Writing Reviews
1. A REVIEW IS NOT A BOOK REPORT
     In a book report, you’re letting the teacher know you read the whole book, so you tell the whole story. In a 
book or movie review, you’re telling the reader whether they would like it. Just tell them enough to let them 
know what it’s about and what it’s like. You should rarely tell about anything past the first third of the book 
or movie.

2. TELL US WHAT YOU’RE TALKING ABOUT
     The name of the book or movie belongs somewhere in the first three sentences. Don’t keep us guessing, 
and don’t think that putting it in your headline does the job. It needs to be in the main text of your review. 
Remember that titles belong in quotation marks.

3. DON’T FORGET THE DETAILS 
     If it’s a book, add the author’s name after the first mention of the title. For a movie, put the name of the 
actor in parentheses after the character is first named.  Also, let us know if it is unusually long or short, but 
don’t bother telling us the length if it doesn’t seem unusual.

4. DO YOUR HOMEWORK
     If the film or book is the third in a series, you should be familiar with the other two. If a film is based on a 
popular book, be familiar with the book so you can tell the reader how much it is the same, and how much it 
has been changed. If it’s about someone on a team sport, you should know the basics of that sport.

5. WHY DID YOU FEEL THAT WAY? 
     Give examples that show why you liked (or didn’t like) a book or movie. Tell us a few of the things the author, 
the director or the actors did that really stood out for you, for better or worse.

6. USE COMPARISONS 
     If a film contains a lot of magic, is it like a Harry Potter movie? Or is it more like “Princess Bride?” If it’s part 
of a series, is it like the other films in that series? How is it different? Try to compare it to things your readers 
are probably familiar with.

7. WHO IS THIS FOR? 
     Not every book or movie is for everybody. If it’s more likely to appeal to action fans than romantics, say so. 
If it’s too complicated or too scary for younger kids, say so. If it’s mostly for little kids, tell us that.

8. GIVE WARNINGS WHEN NEEDED
     Let readers know if it is particularly violent or upsetting or if characters use a lot of crude language.  They 
may be okay with that, but don’t let them be shocked or surprised by it.

9. YOU DON’T HAVE TO LIKE IT. 
     Don’t be a wiseguy about it and don’t look for reasons to hate something, but be honest. And, if it might 
be fun for someone younger, or someone who likes that kind of thing (even though you don’t), be sure to say 
that. But don’t feel that, just because you got a free copy of the book or got to attend a movie preview, that 
you have to say it was wonderful. Readers have to pay for it: They need to know if it’s worth their money!


