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Foreward

Mike’s son, a sixth grade teacher, had an important criticism of newspaper serial stories.
They’re great for good readers, he suggested, but pose a problem for young readers who
struggle, since it’s harder for them to keep track of the stories between episodes.

The obvious solution would be simpler, one-episode stories. But that wouldn’t accomplish
our goals of helping bring young readers up to the levels they need for the literacy
demands of the real world. And, frankly, it would be boring, which we certainly don’t
want.

Instead, we created a complex story and a teaching guide that stresses keeping track of it
all. How better to encourage young readers to follow along than by giving them an excit-
ing adventure that requires them to pay attention, combined with a guide that helps them
learn to do just that.

“The Crown and the Colliers” combines adventure and mystery in a tradition that
includes books like “Treasure Island,” “Beau Geste” and “Prisoner of Zenda” that once
kept children enthralled for hours, and sparked imagination for a lifetime. With this story,
tracking plot points and characters won’t be a task but an exciting challenge.

In order to get the most of this story, we strongly urge you to have your students clip each
episode and keep it handy. There will be times when something revealed in Chapter 13
sheds new light on a casual remark from Chapter 4, and you’ll want to be able to go back
and read it again.

We also particularly recommend that you make use of the prediction forms you’ll find
here, and make a point, not just of guessing what will happen next, but of discussing
those predictions and helping your students see how keeping track of the evidence you’ve
been given can lead to more accurate predictions.

And we especially recommend that you sit back and enjoy this adventure, which, at some
point, is suddenly going to seem like a very new twist on a very old story.

Mike Peterson Lisa Sax
author curriculum developer
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Teacher’s Guide Description

Clip each chapter of the reading serial and create a Big Book for students to review plot and
character development.
During this unit, students will:

- create poems
-write narratives
-write responses to literature
-write research reports
-write persuasive essays
-use graphic organizers
-orally present information
-self-monitor discussion participation
-identify literary elements
-use multiple resources to research a topic

Activities include assessment and evaluation components. The activities are intended for 
modification and adaptation to your classroom and ability levels. 

The graphic organizers can be used with multiple chapters. 

Each chapter includes questions for literal and inferential meaning to guide discussion and
measure comprehension.

“In your own words” section can serve as discussion topics, journal exercises or writing
prompts.

Newspaper Activities are suggested to draw contemporary parallels and to help students 
develop critical analysis skills.

Skill-Set activities are included to reinforce grammar instruction.

Background information provides historical references.

Author’s Notes are added to provide insight on the writing process and the thoughts as the
author developed the story.

Multidisciplinary Ideas are suggested throughout this guide to accompany the English
Language Arts experience.

The assessment tools located in the back of the guide are provided to measure learning 
outcomes and can be used for grading purposes.

Resources for teachers include web sites to support teaching.

The standards checklist serves as a document to record the standards met throughout the unit.



Newspaper Activities

The following newspaper-related activities can be used with multiple chapters of this
reading serial.................

❑ Create an advertisement for goods or services related to the story. For example, 
create an advertisement for charcoal.

❑  Create classified advertisements such as job listings and real estate. For example,
create a help wanted ad for jobs occupied by the Queen’s Own Guards. Create 
a real estate advertisement of the castle, the lodge or the blacksmith building.

❑  Develop a news article on a main event of the story. There are many to draw 
from such as: the missing princess, the poisoning of the princess, the trial, the 
kidnapping of Prince Rupert.

❑ Develop a feature article on a topic related to the story such as: poisonous herbs
and weeds, coal, clothing, etc. Write from the perspective of either a Tall or a 
Short.

❑ Develop editorials from the perspective of a Tall or from that of a Short related 
to the main events of the story. For example, the Queen’s laws, the punishment 
ordered by the Emperor, the coronation of Queen Kristina.

❑ Write obituaries for the presumed dead princess, the King and the King’s 
huntsman.

❑ Create a wedding announcement for the King and his second wife.

❑ Create political cartoons depicting the relationship between the Shorts and the 
Talls or their respective views on the Queen’s Laws.

❑ Look through the newspaper and find pictorial representations, symbols or 
photographs to represent each of the characters of the serial and explain your 
choices.

❑ Create an advice column similar to “Dear Abby” and have selected characters 
seek advice. Then respond as the advice columnist.

❑ Find cartoon characters who are experiencing similar problems, conflicts or 
dilemmas as those of characters in the serial.

❑ Imagine you are living in the period when the story takes place. Create a 
mock guide to arts and entertainment representative of the time period.

❑ Read the horoscopes and designate an astrological sign for each of the 
characters involved in the trial.



Skill-Set Activities

The following skill-set activities can be used with multiple chapters of this reading 
serial.................

❑ Read the chapter to students twice. Once they are to listen, the second
reading will require note taking. Use the note taking record sheet to record
information for group discussion. 

❑ Complete the character development chart and add new characters as 
introduced throughout the series.

❑ Draw illustrations for each chapter and provide a summary as the caption. 
Compile to create a story board for the entire serial.

❑ Read the story aloud and have students record the dialogue using quotations 
and punctuation. Create a script for each chapter and as a culminating 
activity have students dramatize the serial. 

❑ Have students review the chapter and identify use of literary devices such as 
metaphor, simile, and onomatopoeia. 

❑ Review the chapter and underline signal or transition words such as: finally, 
first, then, in summary, in conclusion, for instance, for example, the reason for,
the causes of, and the result was.

❑ For each chapter use a story map to record plot development.

❑ Select a passage from the chapter and label each word by its part of speech 
using abbreviations included in dictionaries.

❑ Discuss word connotation. Review a chapter and select words that have 
connotative meaning. Explain the difference between denotation and 
connotation.

❑ Keep a vocabulary notebook listing unfamiliar words introduced in each chapter.
Use the dictionary to find the meaning and write a sentence in a way that 
conveys its meaning.

❑ Revise sentences in paragraphs to alter the variety by placing modifying words,
phrases, and clauses, or inverting the order of the sentence.

❑ Select eight words from the text and create an eight line poem.

❑ Before each chapter, record predictions. After the chapter has been read and 
discussed complete the prediction chart.
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Today: Windy,
with a chance
of rain.
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Create a thematic newspaper
Deck hed tells a little more, pro-
vides another reason for you to
read this story

Use the serial to
create a thematic 
newspaper

By Ace Wordsmith

Staff Writer

ANY TOWN  - Have your
students write a hard news
story using the inverted pyra-
mid structure to answer the
5W’s and How.

“I suggest using quotes and
proper grammar to truly create
a strong writing piece,” he
says.

“I also recommend a lesson
on lead writing,” she added.

Look through your newspa-
per and clip effective leads.
Leads entice readers to contin-
ue reading.

Hard news stories differ
from features stories in sever-
al ways. Have your students
develop an example of both
using different chapters of the
serial for information.

This project, a    complete
English Language Arts experi-
ence, involves using knowl-
edge of newspapers to create a
thematic newspaper. It can be
completed as a whole class
project, in small groups or 
individually. 

As an introduction to this
project, supply your students
with newspapers. 

Discuss the various
sections and features
such as:
*Front page  
*Classified Ads 
*Display/Retail Ads
*Sports Section
*Editorial Page
*Editorial/Political
Cartoons

*Opinion Columns
*Advice Columns

*Arts and 
Entertainment

*Local, National and 
International News

*Obituaries
*Comics Section
*Reviews...Movie, 

books,  restaurant

Discuss the various
writing styles and
their distinctions:
-Hard News Stories
-Feature Stories
-Editorials
-Opinion Columns

Study Advertising
Students will learn marketing
strategies while learning to
read for information. Basic
principles of design elements
include the use of “white-
space”, reverse print, appeal-
ing font style and character.

CUTLINE: A cutline is named that because photos and other graphic items were once called “cuts.”
This is probably because they had to be placed in “cut out” sections on the page separately from the
metal type that made up the copy. If there are fewer than five people, the cutline should tell you each
of their names. Photographers must remember to get this information when they are taking pictures!
Cutlines give brief information about what is going on the photo or graphic. Have your students create
illustrations from a fairy tale and exercise writing brief cutlines describing the event or setting.

6 218134 20050

HOME DELIVERY
222-2222

CLASSIFIED ADS
111-1111

GOOD MORNING!  [09/14/54]

Arts/Life..............D1,
Births....................B3
Business............D7,8
Classified.........E2-10
Calendar.........Scene

Comics................D4
Dear Abby ............D2
Hometown.............B2
Horoscope............D2
Local ........B1,3,5,6,8

Lottery...................B1
Movies.............Scene.
Opinion.............A4,5
Puzzles.................D2
Sports................C1-6

State......................B5
Stocks...................D6
TV...........................E1
Weather.................A6

LOCAL
This box tells you a little bit
about a local story you
might want to read. The
story itself is on PAGE B1

THE
SCENE

Students can 
create their
own art work
or use a digi-
tal camera
and the 
computer

CROWN & THE
COLLIERS

English Language
Arts Standards
addressed with
this project....

By Ace Wordsmith
Staff Writer

ANY TOWN -This ELA
project incorporates national
and state standards.

Students will read, write,
listen, and speak for:
information and understanding,
literary response and expression,
critical analysis and evalua-
tion, and social interaction

Have your students create a mock newspaper!!!!!!!!!!!

http://www.pickastory.com


THE CROWN AND THE COLLIERS

CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT
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-Students will identify parts of a newspaper.
-Students will become familiar with the 

inverted triangle style.
-Students will write creative pieces using a 
variety of writing styles such as
persuasive, narrative and informative.

-Students will create illustrations to 
accompany a piece of writing.

-Students will use word processing skills to 
complete the assignment.

-Students will design a front-page based on 
their knowledge of newspapers.

-Students will distinguish between fact and 
opinion.

-Students will create an advertisement using 
basic design elements.

-Students will use relevant sources to write an
editorial.

-Students will use supporting details to support
the main idea.

-Students will use the writing process to 
complete creative writing pieces (pre-writing, 
revision, editing...)

-Students will listen respectfully as others 
share their work.

-Students will orally present creative writing
pieces.

1.  Invite a speaker from a local newspaper to your classroom to present information about the   
newspaper.

2.  Describe the sections and parts of a newspaper. 
3.  Analyze and study the various writing styles associated with different articles. Discuss the 

distinction between editorials, news stories, feature articles, sports articles and opinion 
columns.

4.  Demonstrate the use of the inverted triangle style that answers who, when, where, why, what
and how.

5.  Study headlines and leads. Create headlines and leads.
6.  For each style of writing or newspaper section that is studied, assign task to create a writing  

piece styled similarly yet using the story content and details for information.
7.  Create a newspaper. Can be done individually or as a whole group. 

Assessment of the creative writing project can include:

Portfolio which contains rough drafts and final copy, self-evaluation, peer evaluations and teacher
conference notes.

Rubrics designed for each style of writing

Oral presentation of written materials

Final copy of the thematic newspaper

Developmental checklists

Newspaper Pre-Post Test



THE CROWN AND THE COLLIERS

After students have become familiar with the parts, sections, functions and news style writing,
engage in creating a newspaper based on the reading serial.

Have students write several pieces modeling news style writing using the writer’s workshop
model of instruction. After a series of pieces has been compiled, students will use computer
skills to finalize the project. Depending on the age- and grade- level, resources and time
available, students may enhance their newspaper by adding graphics. Although many
options exist, a basic thematic newspaper should include several of the following elements:

1 - Hard News Story based on plot details using quotes, a strong lead and
written using the inverted pyramid structure

2 - An Advice Column with a relevant question based on a dilemma. The 
question and answer should relate to the story and be consistent with the
characters’ perspective

3 - A Features article that relates to an aspect of the story. Topics might 
include fashion, food, health, how-to or celebrity interview. 

4 - A Display Advertisement for something related to the story using
the basic principles of design.

5 - At least one classified advertisement Must relate to the story and be 
brief in content.

6 - An editorial written for or against using the conflict, dilemma or
resolution of the story. Facts must be supported using at least two other 
sources.

7 - An editorial cartoon related to the conflict or resolution of the story.

CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT

Additional possibilities....

An obituary for a character or object Sports story
Horoscopes for the characters Business story
Opinion column Movie, Book, Restaurant Reviews
Comic strip Announcements
Legal Ads Briefs



THE CROWN AND THE COLLIERS

Front page -- Typically the front page covers the most important news. The decision of what to
put on Page One is made during meetings. The most important news is located above the fold in
broadsheet newspapers (papers that are folded horizontally). The front page of a newspaper con-
tains information such as the name of the paper, its year of origin, the date and often an index.

Classified Advertisements -- These ads are within the classified section and are listed by
categories (classifications) such as homes for sales, automobiles, help wanted, lost and found, etc.
They are brief and contain information such as telephone numbers, cost, salary, etc.

Editorial Page -- Editorials are written using fact and opinion. They represent the view of an
editorial board rather than one person and provide commentary  and opinion on issues, debates
and events. An editorial page usually contains an editorial and an editorial cartoon.

Editorial -- An editorial is an opinion piece that tells how the people who run the newspaper
feel about an issue. Editorials appear on the editorial page, but, unlike columns, do not give the
writer’s name, because they represent the entire newspaper and not just one person. 

Editorials have several functions: 
(1) To interpret (3) To praise or commend
(2) To influence action (4) To entertain

Editorials often use persuasive writing to convince others to adopt a view or belief. Persuasive writ-
ing often involves three basic steps. First, the opinion must be stated. Second, the opinion needs to
be supported with convincing reasons and concrete evidence. Third, the body of the argument
should end with a conclusion which can be a prediction, a summary, or a call to action.

Editorial/Political Cartoons -- Editorial cartoons are graphic illustrations that provide
commentary on an issue through the use of elements such as symbols. 

NEWSPAPER BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Good editorials:
* Get to the point quickly
* Reflect logic
* Make the reader think
* Use plain language
* Use anecdotes, examples, statistics, and facts to support the argument

Web Site Resource
http://www.cagle.com/teacher/
This site offers lesson plans for using editorial and political cartoons as teaching tools.

http://www.cagle.com/teacher/


THE CROWN AND THE COLLIERS

Display/Retail Advertisements -- These are ads for goods and services. They are 
located throughout the newspaper except on the front page. These advertisements contain perti-
nent information such as telephone numbers, store hours, sale prices and location of the business
or organization. Ads may contain graphic illustrations and/or photographs. They vary in size and
shape.

Sports Section -- Usually the sports stories found in this section are written using 
descriptive language and often literary styles such as simile, metaphors, etc.

Opinion Columns -- Opinion columns are written by individuals and may not necessarily
represent the views of the editorial board. The opinions expressed in the columns are those of the
individual column writer.

Feature Writing --Feature articles are written pieces that are not considered hard news. They
may be timely if written as a review or highlighting an upcoming event or production but they are
usually stories that do not contain “breaking news.” Features stories are often human interest arti-
cles and sometimes are strictly informational and process oriented. For example, a story about
decks may include a how-to section.

Headlines
A headline tells what the story is about. It uses big letters and just a few words so readers can
decide quickly if they are interested in the story and want to read it.

Inverted Pyramid Writing Style
The inverted pyramid style of writing involves writing the most essential details and 
information at the top and less important details in later paragraphs. The questions answered are
often referred to as the 5 W’s and How -- what, who, when, where, why and how. 

Obituaries:
An obituary is a notice placed by a funeral home to announce someone’s death. Until recently,
obituaries were considered news and, at most newspapers, subject to the same rules as any news
stories. Each newspaper had its own style (rules) about things like what terms could be used, how
many surviving relatives could be listed and whether or not hobbies and interests could be men-
tioned. Today, many papers consider obituaries a type of ad. Families pay to have obits in the
paper, but, in return, they can make them much more personal than in the days when they were
“news items.”

NEWSPAPER BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Web Site Resource
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/02/lp258-04.shtml
This site offers lesson plans for teaching about and with newspapers. Also includes links
to other teacher sites.

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/02/lp258-04.shtml


THE CROWN AND THE COLLIERS

Although literature circles are built around student-selection of reading materials,
teachers can use the principles and modify for use with one particular piece of litera-
ture. This reading serial lends itself to discussion and can adopt many of the strate-
gies employed in literature circles.

For each chapter, have students discuss the text in small groups. Assign or allow stu-
dents to designate a role to each member of the group:

Illustrator: Illustrate a significant scene or idea from the reading.

Vocabulary Master: Selects words in the text that are interesting,
unfamiliar, or unusual. This person uses the dictionary to define.

Connector:Finds connections between the reading material and something
outside of the text, such as personal experience, a different work of 
literature, something in the news, or a topic from another discipline.

Literary Summarizer: Summaries the events, main ideas and plot 
development of the chapter.

Discussion Recorder: Records questions from the group about the text.
Records interesting passages or quotes from the text and comments from
the group.

After small meeting groups have had a chance to meet, the information can be dis-
cussed as a whole group. 

If you use this strategy, over time all students will have the opportunity to fulfill
each of the roles. Eventually, the process becomes natural and the designation of
roles is no longer necessary.

The role of the teacher is mostly of facilitator who monitors group progress and
engagement in the task.

The use of literature circles is an effective strategy to help ESL students and reluctant
readers.

Web Site Resource

http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/lang_lit_circles.htm
This site offers many links with lesson plans and literature circle activities.

ADAPTED LITERATURE CIRCLE SUGGESTIONS

http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/lang_lit_circles.htm


Chapter One:

Young man
in the
middle

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  Where and when does this story take place?

2.  What is Gabe doing in the inn?

3.  Why does Captain Stahl duck to come inside?

4.  How many soldiers are riding with Gabe?

5.  Whose picture is on the wall?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. Why is Conrad picking on Gabe?

2.  Why does Captain Stahl really tell the innkeeper to take his time?

3.  Give two reasons Stahl thinks the innkeeper is a bad citizen.

4.  What does Captain Stahl say to the innkeeper that makes you think he doesn’t like Shorts?

5.  Why is Gabe used to being picked on?

1

Vocabulary 

duchies

principalities 

archbishop

heritage

huntsman

In your own words...

Captain Stahl thinks the innkeeper is a bad citizen. Do you?
Explain your position and relate it to yourself as a citizen.

Describe what you can do as a young person in your community to be a better citizen. 



Newspaper Activity

Look in today’s newspaper for articles that demonstrate 
that factions of peoples hold differing beliefs. How are 

differences between groups of people dealt with? Relate 
the contemporary example to what is happening 

in this chapter.

Multidisciplinary Connections

Social Studies.....
What is Citizenship? What does it mean to you?

What does the United States Constitution tell you about 
citizenship? According to United States rules of citizenship, what
benefits do you receive with citizen status? Do you think the rules

are fair to United States citizens and non-citizen immigrants? 
For lesson plans on citizenship and democracy, visit:

http://www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/educators/citizenshipcity.html

Art.....
Study period art of the 16th century. How are people depicted?

How are landscapes illustrated? Here’s a helpful site:
http://cgfa.floridaimaging.com/index.html

Background Challenge

What can students find out about Germany in the 16th
Century? Assign a group to find a map showing the 

area as it was in those days. Who was in charge? How 
was authority handed down? And what was going on 

elsewhere in the world? Have them report to the class.

Facts and Details:
1.  16th Century
2.  Waiting for the lunch order to be ready.
3.  The door is too low for him.  
4.  12
5.  The (dead) King’s
Reading Comprehension:
1. Gabe is part Tall, and Conrad hates Talls.

2. He’s showing Conrad they won’t be chased
away by his bullying.
3. 1) his doors are short 2) he doesn’t have a
picture of the Queen.
4. He calls him “little man.”
5. His father was Short and his mother was
Tall, so he gets picked on by both sides.

Skill Builder
Read through the chapter and

highlight references to the

passage of time. For exam-

ple, the words, “past”,

“months” and “later”, 

indicate time transitions.

Chapter 1: Answer Key

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

This story is set in
Germany a century
before the 30 Years War
would tear apart
Europe, and especially
Germany, over the
question of religion,  

We’ll look at a less real-
istic division between
peoples, but our story
opens with a typical
confrontation: Although
Conrad’s friends want
him to ease up, and the
other Shorts are made
nervous by the con-
frontation, nobody stops
him. Then, when
Captain Stahl begins to
throw his authority
around, loyalties come
out and the lines
between Short and Tall
harden. 

http://www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/educators/citizenshipcity.html
http://cgfa.floridaimaging.com/index.html


Chapter Two:

The Royal
Hunting Lodge

2

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What does Gabe learn about Jed that surprises him?

2. Where are they going?

3.  Who greets them when they arrive?

4.  How does Captain Stahl test to see if the furniture is dusty?

5.  What secret did Captain Stahl want to keep?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. How would you describe the attitude of the Shorts when they see the Tall soldiers riding by?

2.  The berries Jed picks are very sour, but he eats them anyway. Why does he like them?

3.  Why does Captain Stahl want the bushes cut along the road to the lodge?

4.  How can we tell that Captain Stahl is not respectful towards Werner and his wife?

5.  Why does he get angry at Werner for keeping the lodge clean?

Vocabulary 

entry

scanning

harpsichord

corporal 

In your own words...

Gabe feels different from the others around him. Do you ever feel that way? 
What makes you unique? Describe a talent or strength that makes you special. 

What  might make people notice you at first? What would they notice after
they got to know you better?



Background and Additional Information

We sometimes think of a “hunting lodge” as a rustic cabin in the
woods or, at best, an Adirondack Great Camp, but the hunting

lodge Gabe and the soldiers are headed for is only a 
small step down from a palace.

You can look through tourism sites from Germany, Austria and
Eastern Europe to see some of the beautiful hunting lodges that

were used by the royalty of the past. But this part of the culture is
far from past. You can also look at recipes from that part of the
world and see the role that wild game play in the cuisines of

Germany, Russia and Eastern Europe.

A much more fanciful, magical hunting lodge is depicted 
in George MacDonald’s classic children’s fantasy novel, “The
Princess and the Goblin,” in which a princess finds a kindly, 
mystical old lady spinning a magic thread in a tower room 

high up a back staircase of a hunting lodge.

Newspaper Activity

Look in the newspaper for photographs of people at work.
Can you find pictures of people at work in a nation or 

culture different than your own? How do they look 
different to you? How might you look different to them?

Multidisciplinary Connections

Social Studies.....

Gabe feels that he is often stared at because he is 
different than the others. He is not a “typical” Tall or Short.

Discuss Gabe in terms of stereotypical views. 
Relate this concept to gender and occupational roles.

Facts and Details
1. He grew up in the country.
2. The Royal Hunting Lodge
3. Werner the butler and his wife.
4. He runs his finger along it.
5. The Queen is coming to visit the lodge.

Reading Comprehension
1. (hostile, resentful, angry, etc.)
2. He got used to eating them when he was a

little boy.
3. To keep rebels from hiding in them and
attacking travelers.
4. He just dumps his cloak for her to carry and
hardly listens to them when they greet him.
5. It is so clean that he knows Werner must
have heard about the Queen’s visit, which was
supposed to be a secret.

Skill Builder

Read the chapter and
take notes. Develop 

an outline for literary
elements: plot, setting,
characters and theme.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

This chapter continues
to explain the state of
the kingdom: Werner
and his wife are not dis-
loyal, and only wanted
to do what was right.
When they heard that
the Queen was coming,
they naturally wanted to
make sure the Lodge
looked good. It never
occurred to them that
the gossip of the streets
was a major security
breach.

Throughout the story,
you’ll find times when a
character notices some-
thing out of place, like
fresh-cut flowers in a
closed-up lodge. In any
mystery, these implica-
tions help reveal the
plot!

Chapter 2: Answer Key



Chapter Three:

His Father’s
Place

3

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. Why is Gabe so interested in the workshop?

2. Name five things on the wall of the workshop.

3. What are Gabe’s father and mother’s names?

4. Why did Gabe’s father feel guilty?

5. What happened to Gabe’s father?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. Why does Gabe want to visit with Siegfried?

2. Why does Siegfried enjoy visiting with Gabe?

3. Why does Siegfried apologize for what he said?

4. How was the kingdom different before the King died?

5. In what way do the Queen and Astrid show that stereotypes aren’t always true?

Vocabulary

firelock

smithy

glade

pondered

In your own words...

Why does Gabe notice the difference between the doors in the smithy and the lodge?
What do you think of that difference?



Newspaper Activity

Look in the newspaper for articles related to the establishment of a new law. 
Write an editorial in favor or against the law. Remember that good editorials support

opinions with facts and/or statistics gathered from reliable sources.

Multidisciplinary Connections

Social Studies.....

Discuss laws that are enacted to make the United States
safe. How are laws enacted? Study the process of the cre-
ation of a new law. Select a recent law intended to make

the United States a safer place. Do you feel it 
has (or will)? How can lawmakers write laws

of this sort that will be effective?

Facts and Details
1. It was his father’s (and he never knew his
father).
2. Gun, traps, fishing rods, pack baskets, skis,
“other equipment”
3. Rolf and Astrid
4. He was in charge of the princess when she
got lost.
5. He was killed in an avalanche while looking
for the lost princess.

Reading Comprehension
1. He knew Gabe’s father very well, and it’s a
chance for Gabe to see things that his father
owned, and where his father slept.
2. He likes talking to his friend’s son because
he misses Rolf.

3. He loved the old Queen, but he’s afraid of
the new Queen and is scared that she will find
out he said something bad about her.
4. Shorts and Talls got along better and there
weren’t as many laws. The King and the first
Queen were popular among Shorts.
5. They’re both blonde and tall, but Astrid is
pleasant and gentle, the Queen seems angry
and unpleasant.

In your own words: He’s wondering if the laws
are fair, and he is noticing that the smithy is for
Shorts  (workers) but the lodge is for Talls
(wealthy nobles). In the city where he grew up,
all the doors are made for Talls, so the disparity
has never been as strongly set out for him.
(Talls, however, are not all wealthy. Jed isn’t.)

Skill Builder
Read the chapter and 
highlight all pronouns.

Circle the subject of the
pronoun.

AUTHOR’S NOTES
There is much in this chapter to take notes on: Gabe reveals more about his personal history,
and it will certainly come into play later. In addition, we begin to get a better sense of the his-
tory of the kingdom, particularly in the words of Siegfried the Smith, who is a simple man who
does not concern himself with politics. He simply knows that the old Queen was kind to him,
and the new Queen is not.

In this chapter, Gabe begins to question some of the things he assumed growing up in the city
where there were few Shorts. Want to teach symbolism and metaphor? He had to duck to get
in and out of the smithy, but can pass through the doors of the hunting lodge comfortably. And
yet, in which place is he really more comfortable?

Chapter 3: Answer Key



Chapter Four:

To The
Colliers

4

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. Why are Gabe and Siegfried going to the mountains?  

2.  Why does Gabe wish Rupert weren’t coming along?   

3.  What is the name for a person who makes charcoal? 

4.  Why does Siegfried eat lunch in the wagon?  

5.  What happens when Rupert tries to get on his horse? 

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. Gabe suggests Rupert ask Captain Stahl about coming along. Why? 

2. Siegfried explains that colliers cover the wood with dirt, but make ways for air to get
through. What are the two main things that could happen if they did their work wrong?
Why? 

3.  Rupert brought a whole lunch. Gabe and Siegfried just brought meat pies to eat cold.
What are some of the reasons their meals are so different? 

4.  Jed said he heard a tannen wren and it made him nervous. Why? What was really going
on?

stag

colliers

sociable

hemlock

Vocabulary 

In your own words...
When Rupert and Gabe were little boys, they played together. Now, Gabe would prefer that
Rupert not come along on the errand, and he's not comfortable treating him like a buddy.

How has their relationship changed, and why?



Background and Additional Information
Researching colliers for this story brought up some fascinating

Web sites that spanned a number of topics. You may want to keep
these handy for helping students with reports, to inform your own

teaching of the story or simply because they’re interesting!

Here’s a site by some people who recreated a traditional charcoal 
burn. Lots of small pictures and links to similar experiments.

http://www.geoarch.demon.co.uk/experimental/charcoal.html

This site shows tradtional methods in Pennsylvania. Plenty of good.
well-organized information for teachers and students.
http://www.connerprairie.org/historyonline/fuel.html

This site is about Viking-age colliers in Britain. Don’t miss the links
to the webmaster’s own attempt at a burn -- considerably better
research than execution, which makes it far more entertaining!

http://www.regia.org/aelfric.htm

The Lonely Men of the Forest 
a magazine article about charcoal burners in ancient Britain

http://freespace.virgin.net/j.purkis/lonely.htm

Multidisciplinary Connections
Science.....

This chapter introduces you to the process of making 
charcoal. What was charcoal mostly used for and why isn’t it
as common as it once was? Research the process and discuss
the use of other resources for fuel. What are the benefits and

drawbacks of using charcoal for energy?

Facts and Details
1. To buy charcoal
2. When the Prince travels, he needs to bring
guards and it  “becomes a Royal Outing.” 
3. A collier
4. He wants to hurry up
5.  The saddle slips and he falls off.

Reading Comprehension
1. Stahl is worried about security; Gabe hopes

he won't let the Prince go.
2. The fire could burn up all the wood and even
spread out of control, or it might just go out. It
needs the right amount of oxygen.
3.  Gabe and Siegfried are working and Rupert
is having fun. But he is also more wealthy and
can bring more fancy meals.
4.  Since it couldn't be that kind of bird, The
Shorts were signalling to each other.

Skill Builder
Read the chapter and 

highlight all adjectives.
Using a thesaurus to

discover similar mean-
ings create descriptive

passages.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

There is no such thing
as a tannen wren, but I
didn’t have space to
set up an elaborate
series of clues that
might have more accu-
rately reflected the
behavior of actual
birds.

But there is a real his-
toric event mirrored
here. In the Zulu War
(1879), the 23-year-old
Prince Imperial of
France joined a British
patrol, They stopped
for coffee by a river,
ignored warnings of
nearby enemy and, in
the rush, the Prince’s
loosened saddle
slipped. Alas, he did
not  fare as well as
Prince Rupert.

Chapter 4: Answer Key

Newspaper Activity

Look in the newspaper for articles related to energy use.
What natural resources are mostly used to heat homes, fuel
cars and supply energy? Look at the stock listings for corpo-

rations that buy and sell energy supplies. Which 
corporations have the highest stock value?

http://www.geoarch.demon.co.uk/experimental/charcoal.html
http://www.connerprairie.org/historyonline/fuel.html
http://www.regia.org/aelfric.htm
http://freespace.virgin.net/j.purkis/lonely.htm


Chapter Five:

Prisoners!

5

musket

jackanapes

wagon box

glacier

turf

wheelwright

Vocabulary 
Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What did the Shorts throw into the river?  

2. After they are captured, how does Siegfried try to protect the Prince?

3. They have to wade across a cold river.   

4. Who is the leader of the Shorts?

5. Why is Kurt surprised to meet Gabe? 

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.   Why do the Shorts blindfold their captives?  

2.  How do the colliers react when the captives arrive? 

3.  What tasks were the colliers doing?

4.  Were the colliers very far along in their task? Why do you think that?

Go back to your notes ...
How old are Rupert and Gabe? Put Rupert, Gabe and Jed in order of age,

from oldest to youngest. How do you know?



AUTHOR’S
NOTES

The idea of using col-
liers in this story came
from a newspaper fea-
ture story assignment
about an Adirondack
ghost town. Back in the
woods was a space
where the colliers had
set up to make charcoal
to serve the local iron
industry. I was fascinat-
ed and looked into it fur-
ther, discovering a cen-
turies-old tradition of iso-
lated, somewhat eccen-
tric craftsmen in almost
all European cultures. 

By the way, a “collier”
can be a producer of
charcoal or coal, but
“colliery” always means
a coal mine.

Newspaper Activity
In this chapter Gabe noticed that one of the Short men
wore a medallion around his neck that “clearly marked 
him an important person.” Look in the newspaper for 
photographs of people who might be thought of as 

important because of their attire.

Facts and Details
1. Jed's sword, Jed and Rupert's guns.
2. He tells the Shorts Rupert is just a soldier.
3. It comes from a glacier.
4. Kurt the Wheelwright
5. Siegfried tells him that Gabe is the son of his
friend, Rolf the Huntsman.

Reading Comprehension
1 So they won't know where the colliers'
camp is.
2.  They stop working and stare.
3.  What tasks were the colliers doing?
Splitting and cutting wood, stacking it properly

for burning.
4.  They weren't very far along in setting up the
burn, because there was very little wood stacked
around the pole yet. But they had quite a bit of
cut wood waiting to be split, so you could also
say they were halfway done.

Go Back To Your Notes ....
We learned Rupert and Gabe’s birth order in
chapter one. Rupert is 14, so Gabe is 13 or 14.
Jed, a soldier, is surely older by at least a few
years, but he doesn’t seem all that grown up.
18? What do the kids think?

Skill Builder
Review the chapter and

summarize the main
idea.

What is in a name?

In this story, many of the people have names based on what they
do for a living: Smith, Wheelwright, Huntsman. Here are some
common German names that are based on professions. Can you
find other names that are based on what people do for a living?
How many people in your class have names based on professions
that some ancestor did years and years ago? What do other last
names mean?

Chapter 5: Answer Key

Doctor -- Arzt
Baker -- Becker
Barber -- Bader
Butcher -- Metzger,
Fleischer
Candlemaker -- Lichtman
Collier -- Koehler, 
Cook -- Koch
Iron miner -- Eisenhower
Farmer -- Bauer
Fisher -- Fischer
Judge -- Richter
Locksmith -- Schlosser
Mayor -- Schultz

Merchant -- Kramer
Miller -- Muller
Painter -- Farber, Mahler
Pastry chef -- Studebaker
Printer -- Drucker
Secretary -- Schreiber
Shoemaker -- Schubert,
Schumann, Schumacher
Smith -- Schmidt
Tailor - Schneider, Schroeder
Tanner -- Gerber
Teacher -- Lehrer
Wagonmaker -- Wagner
Wheelwright -- Radermacher

Main Source: http://www.serve.com/shea/germusa/surnames.htm

http://www.serve.com/shea/germusa/surnames.htm


Chapter Six:

Prisoners on
Parole

6

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  How many members does the council have?

2.  Why does Rupert say he and the Queen have come to Short country?

3.  Do the members of the council think Rupert will make a good king?  

4.  How long do the Shorts plan to keep Rupert a prisoner?  

5. What warning does Siegfried give Gabe and Jed before he leaves?  

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.  Why does the Council decide Jed must stay?   

2. Kurt says something to Gabe that he has to apologize for. Explain why Gabe was offended
by it.

3. What did Jed notice about the building the Council came out of? What is its significance? 

parole

council

pledge

clerk

Vocabulary

In your own words...

Jed has revealed to the Shorts that, because of how he grew up, he has a type of knowledge they 
didn’t expect from a Tall. Write about someone in your family or in your neighborhood whose 

life experience has given them a skill or knowledge that is different from most of 
the other people who live in your community.



AUTHOR’S NOTES
The concept of being released on parole is associated with prisons today, but it has a long tradition in
the military, where it was a badge of the difference between common soldiers, who would become
POWs, and “officers and gentlemen,” who could either be allowed to go home with a promise to stay out
of the war, or, under a more temporary parole, be allowed to stay in the area and live like gentlemen
instead of staying in prison. The details of this custom varied by nation and era, but in some cases,
paroled officers were even invited to parties!

The practice began in the days of chivalry but continued to the end of the 19th century. Grant allowed
parole for officers after the surrender of Vicksburg. This was not only easier than sending them to prison-
er of war camps (which were extremely bleak and overcrowded), but it kept them out of the war. There
were times when prisoners of war -- especially officers -- would be exchanged. These officers could then
rejoin their units and go back to war. But once a gentleman had given his word of honor not to again take
up arms, he was out of the war for good. By offering parole, Grant was reducing the Confederacy’s sup-
ply of experienced officers.

Newspaper Activity

Kurt says that the old King earned the loyalty of his subjects, but that the Queen can 
only demand it and so will never have it. Look in today's paper for examples 

of leaders who are having difficulty winning the loyalty of the 
people around them.

Multidisciplinary Connections
Social Studies.....

This chapter introduces you to the process of making 
decisions by addressing a board or council. Simulate a 
mock board meeting by assigning literature circle roles 

to discuss the chapter. Discuss how town boards 
operate in a similar manner.

Facts and Details
1. Seven
2.  He will someday be King and wants to
become familiar with the area.
3.  No, they say he will never be accepted as
King.
4.  One week.
5. Watch Rupert and don't let him cause trou-
ble.

Reading Comprehension
1.  He's too good a woodsman and might be

able to lead soldiers back to their camp.
2. Kurt spoke of the Shorts as Gabe's father's
people, which they are, but then says he
"belongs" among them. It was an insult to his
mother, who is Tall, to suggest he should not
live with her, and also to Gabe, who is half-
Tall, to say that only half his heritage is worthy.
3. Its door is Tall, but everyone they've seen
has been Short.

Skill Builder
Have students create

their own title for the
chapter based on the

main idea.

Chapter 6: Answer Key



Chapter Seven:

Behind the
Tall door

trek

wicker

mauls

wedge

dismantled

forded

7

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  What do Gabe and Jed find in the building?   

2.  What makes her different from most Tall people? 

3.  What does she tell Jed her job is?

4.  What kinds of animals do the Shorts use to carry things? 

5.  What happens to the house with the Tall door as soon as they leave? 

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.  Why does Jed laugh at Gabe's guess about the door?   

2.  Why does Jed get frustrated with the young woman?

3.  In Chapter Four, Jed says that colliers aren't very sociable. What evidence do we see of
that in this chapter?  

4.  Why do the colliers take the Tall building down?  

Vocabulary

What do you think?

Jed asks if questions make Shorts hungry. What is he really thinking? What do you think? 
Can you find things in the story to back up your theory?



Newspaper Activity

In this chapter, the group of prisoners are escorted through the
colliery in front of a crowd. Look in the newspaper and find

articles that involve large crowds of people. Describe the
event that drew the crowd together and discuss the general

mood and tone set by the crowd.

Multidisciplinary Connections

Science.....

This chapter mentions the variation of traits of the Talls and
Shorts. Discuss dominant and recessive traits.

Have students work with a partner to observe, collect data and
draw conclusions on the traits of their classmates. 

1.  What color are your partner’s eyes? Brown (dominant),
Green (dominant) or Blue (Recessive).

2.  Earlobes: Free (dominant) or Attached (recessive)?

3.  Can your partner roll his or her tongue? Yes (dominant) or
No (recessive)

Record the class results and discuss total numbers of 
dominant vs. recessive traits for each category.

Facts and Details
1.  A young Tall woman.
2.  Her hair is black.
3.  Cook
4.  Donkeys
5.  The colliers take it down.

Reading Comprehension
1.  The laws about doorways can’t be enforced
in the mountains. The government has no real

authority where they are.
2. She answers his questions, but only in a
teasing way, and she doesn't really tell him
what he wants to know.
3. They aren't unfriendly as the Council and
prisoners leave, but they don't cheer or act
friendly and they just go back to work instead
of watching them until they're gone.
4.  Probably because they don't want any evi-
dence that the Council was there.  

Skill Builder

Search the chapter for
prepositional phrases.
Circle each preposition

in  two prepositional
phrases.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

Part of a good story is
change, not just in the
characters but in the
reader’s point of view.
As the story began,
we were encouraged
to think of Shorts as
violent and dangerous.
Now, while it’s clear
that these people are
serious in their opposi-
tion to the govern-
ment, and that they
expect their captives
to behave, it’s getting
harder to see them as
Captain Stahl does.  

That young corporal
has quite a talent for
keeping his eyes open.
I wanted to help Gabe
with a sidekick like The
Sundance Kid, Han
Solo or Inigo Montoya.

Chapter 7: Answer Key



Chapter
Eight:

A surprise
reunion

clambered

nimbly

alliances

oath

8

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. Why do they sometimes have to stop and push the wagon?

2. What is Ruritania? 

3. Who is the leader of Ruritania? 

4. Who is the young woman?  

5. Why does she think Rupert is probably disappointed?  

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. When Rupert speaks of "rebels," the young woman suggests that he is a rebel. Why? 

2. Before she tells Rupert who she is, how can you tell that Jed has already guessed?  

3. What does she remember of Rupert? (Memory test: How old was she the last time she saw
him?)  

4. Why does she get out and walk with Rupert? 

5.  What are two reasons the others get out and walk?  

Vocabulary

Go back to your notes...

It’s good to keep track of events in the story, but what about a timeline of events that 
took place before the start of the story? In what order would you put these events: (A) The 
disappearance of the Princess, (B) the birth of the Princess, (C) the death of the old Queen, 

(D) the King’s remarriage, (E) the King’s death, (F) the birth of Prince Rupert? (Hint: What did the 
Princess tell Gabe about herself in Chapter 7? How does she speak of the Queen to Rupert?)



Background and Additional Information

The inverted pyramid style of writing involves writing the most essen-
tial details and information at the top and less important details in
later paragraphs. The questions answered are often referred to as

the 5 W’s and How -- what, who, when, where, why and how. 

Newspaper Activity

Look in the newspaper for articles about international news.
Compare the government and political system to the that of
the United States. Relate it to the government and political

system of the country depicted in this story.

Multidisciplinary Connections
(Art/English Language Arts)

Tapestries were used as decoration in castles, and also to help
keep them warmer in winter. Make a classroom tapestry
based on the events of the story. Collect illustrations and writ-
ten pieces from all students and display as a large tapestry.

Facts and Details
1. The path is too narrow and rough.
2. A nearby country
3. Prince Karl
4. The missing princess
5. He won’t get to be King after all.
Reading Comprehension
1. She is the princess and his older sister, so
she should be the next Queen and he should
not be the next King.
2. When she asks him a question, he calls her
"ma'am."
3. She remembers holding him on a pillow
when he was a little baby. She was four years
old when he was born, and when she disap-
peared.

4. To show that she loves him and doesn't
want him to feel that she is his enemy.
5. First, because if the Princess is walking, they
shouldn't be riding anyway. But also to show
that they support her attempt to show Rupert
that he isn't just being forced out of his position.
Go back to your notes ...
B,C,D,F,E,A   (Hint: The princess told Gabe

and Jed her parents are dead. In speaking to
Rupert, she refers to the current Queen as
“your mother” but to the King as “our father.”
Her mother was the old Queen. This could
also be one more reason the Shorts and the
Princess all say Rupert would never be accept-
ed as king -- the Shorts hate his mother, not
hers. But stayed tuned ... we’re just getting
started!) 

Skill Builder
Before reading the 

chapter, record prior
knowledge related to
the title. Record pre-
dictions based on the
title of the chapter.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

The Princess really sets
up a central issue in
this conversation: Is
your loyalty to the crown
(your country) or to the
Queen (the person in
charge)?

But we don’t quite know
what is going on here.
Why has the missing
princess been living
with the colliers? A
good time to be like
Jed: Keep your ears
open, take notes and
see what happens next.

Chapter 8: Answer Key

Who
?

Why
?

What?

When?

Where?How
?

The
5 W’s&

How



Chapter Nine:

Safe Haven

veers

heir

tumblers

poker

9

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. What do the people of the village do for a living?

2. How do they react to the arrival of the Princess?

3. Why do they cheer for Rupert?  

4. Why do they cheer for Gabe?  

5. What did the servant bring to the Princess for a snack? 

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.  Why can the Council be more relaxed in this village?

2.  Why doesn't the Princess stay there all the time?

3.  Gabe learns that something he believed about his father, and the disappearance of the
Princess, was wrong. What really happened?

4.  What happened to the servant that evening?

Vocabulary

In your own words...

Do you think the Princess will someday make a good leader? What qualities do you think are
necessary of good leaders? What qualities does the Princess possess?



Background and Additional Information

The people of the village are iron miners. Iron mining is an
industry that has a long and important history. For information
on iron mining, visit the following Web sites:

Official site of Mine Safety and Health Administration of the
Dept. of Labor   The site has a slide show and links to other
resources.

http://www.msha.gov/kids/kidshp.htm

The site for the Wortley Top Forge Industrial Museum has good
information on the history of the iron and steel industry,
including diagrams and descriptions of the old methods that
would have turned these miners’ ore, together with the colliers’
charcoal, into useful metals.

http://www.topforge.co.uk/Processes.htm

Newspaper Activity

Look through the food advertisements and create a feast
for the Princess and her guests. You have a budget of

$50.00 and must include sales tax at the rate of 7% on all
items. Present your menu with itemized budget details.

Multidisciplinary Connections
(Science)

The Princess went home to a Tall house made of stone that was
more permanent then the home the colliers had built for her in 

the forest. There are many things that are made of rock. 
Have students list items around the classroom, outside and at

Facts and Details
1. They are iron miners
2. They cheer and follow her to her house.
3. Because the Princess asked them to.
4. Because his father saved the Princess's life.
5. Fruit and cheese (and poison?)

Reading Comprehension
1.  The only road is through Ruritania, and
Prince Karl has been friendly to them. The
Queen's army would not be allowed to go

through Ruritania and it's too hard to get there
any other way.
2.  She thinks it's important to visit other parts
of the kingdom so they will know her and
support her when she is ready to become
Queen.
3.  She didn't really get lost. He took her to
the colliers so she would be safe.
4.  He was poisoned by sampling the food he
brought to the Princess.

Skill Builder

Read the chapter and
find examples of 

complex and com-
pound sentences.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

This chapter is intend-
ed to be a bit of a
rollercoaster. We get to
see the Princess as a
potential ruler: Kind,
wise and well-loved by
her people. We also get
to see a well-planned
effort to secure the
throne, right down to
making sure the
Council’s work doesn’t
just look like a coup
using the young woman
as a puppet.

Then we see how
quickly all the wisdom
and care in the world
can be turned upside
down. (Have your kids
discovered a parallel to
a familiar story?)

Chapter 9: Answer Key

http://www.msha.gov/kids/kidshp.htm
http://www.topforge.co.uk/Processes.htm


Chapter Ten:

Wurgerweed

Vocabulary

wheezed

marten

frostbite

coverlet

cobblestones
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Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1. Why is the Princess sick?

2. How did Jed know what the poison was?

3. What idea did Gabe have to help save the Princess?

4. What was Kurt's idea to keep her cold until the ice is ready?

5. Why did they have to take turns holding the Princess in the water?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. Heinrich is a doctor, but he doesn't know how to cure the poison. Why not?

2. Why does Jed suspect Rupert of poisoning the Princess? 

3. What do Kurt and Jed quarrel over?

4.  Who rode out of town at the end of the chapter?

In your own words...

What is it about the story of the hunter that makes Heinrich guess that keeping the Princess
cold might save her life?  Can he be sure? How might a researcher using the 

scientific method test this theory? Would you make the same decision he did?
Why or why not? (How would the invention of the telephone have helped?)



Newspaper Activity

Look through the newspaper and find health related articles.
Explain how science plays a role in all of our lives. 

Summarize the main idea of the article and its relation to the
principles of science.

Write a hard news story about the plight of the Princess. Be
sure to use the inverted pyramid structure to 

answer the 5 W’s and How.

Multidisciplinary Connections
(Science)

We eat a variety of plant parts. However, some plants have
parts that we eat while also having poisonous parts that we
cannot eat. List examples and describe the parts that are safe
to eat and the parts that are not.

(Health)

The Princess needed help quickly to save her life, but nobody
knew what to do. Review the proper procedures for getting
assistance in an emergency, starting with a call to 911. Ask a
firefighter or other emergency responder to visit your class
and talk about emergencies. And remind the kids that
Heinrich was a doctor -- He wasn’t familiar with wurgerweed
but he had medical training and wasn’t just guessing.

(Earth Science)
What is a glacier? How are they formed? What are the parts
of a glacier? Here’s a Web site to help you explore glaciers:

http://www-nsidc.colorado.edu/glaciers/

Facts and Details
1. Someone put poison in her food.
2. How did Jed know what the poison was?
3. Get ice from the glacier.
4. What was Kurt's idea to keep her cold until
the ice is ready?
5. It was too cold and made them numb.

Reading Comprehension
1. It's not from his part of the kingdom and he
never heard of it.
2. He's from the part of the kingdom where

wurgerweed grows, and he disappeared after
she was found poisoned.
3. Kurt wants to make sure Jed didn't have
anything to do with the poisoning. Jed is
insulted that Kurt thinks he might have been
helping Rupert.
4.  Jed

In your own words:
With a phone, Heinrich could have called a
hospital or poison control center for advice on
wurgerweed. No excuse for guessing these days!

Skill Builder
Review the chapter 

and  list the events in
chronological order.
Highlight any transi-
tional words used by

the author, eg. (finally,
next, in addition).

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

Like the tannen wren in
Chapter Four, I made up
“wurgerweed.” There are
a couple of ways poi-
sons work, but the kind
that suppress breathing
produce the dramatic
effect we saw in the last
chapter. A tracheotomy
would help, but I didn’t
think that was appropri-
ate for kids! Lowering
body temperature helps
in such unpredictable
ways that it’s realistic
enough. 

So now we have an
unconscious, poisoned
princess who was living
in the forest with seven
Short protectors. Hmm. 

Chapter 10: Answer Key

http://www-nsidc.colorado.edu/glaciers/


Chapter Eleven:

City Gates

Vocabulary

smugglers

hostage

pennants

musketeers

cavalry

foremost
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Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  Why did the Shorts decide to use the road through Ruritania?

2.  What did Kurt plan to do when they get to the city?

3.  What did the Shorts see that frightened them? 

4.  Who turned out to be following them? 

5.  Why did his soldiers keep going past the wagon?  

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.  Why does Kurt keep going towards the city without a plan to get the Princess to the hospital
safely?

2.  How did Prince Karl find out what was happening?

3.  Why does Prince Karl want to set up a tent outside for the doctors? 

4.  Do Kurt and Prince Karl disagree about using violence?   

In your own words...

How do you feel about the characters at this point of the story? 
Have your feelings about any of the characters changed

since earlier? Why?



Background and Additional Information

Where you have borders, there is bound to be smuggling, whether
on a petty level or a mass scale. The level to which customs laws
are enforced would depend on the level to which the government
depends on tax revenues on the various things apt to be smug-
gled, such as liquor or cigarettes. In this era, it’s fair to assume a
fictional land where border guards didn’t pay too much attention.
It is, however, important to realize that, in most cases, you have to
worry more about customs when you enter, not leave, a country.
In this case, the Shorts aren’t concerned with the Ruritanians
except that answering questions would slow them down.

Newspaper Activity

Prince Karl says, "So this is the little girl who has caused you such
trouble for all these years," and Kurt responds, "Never a bit."  We
know that the Council has risked their lives for years to keep the

Princess safe. Why does Kurt say it was never a bit of trouble? Find
an example in today’s newspaper of someone who might say

something similar?

Multidisciplinary Connections
(Social Studies/Science)

In this chapter, the Shorts are trying to bring the Princess to a 
hospital but must use alternative routes. Our cities are designed 

and developed with common features and attention to 
infrastructure. Design a small scale city with highways and 
structures. What types of buildings must be included? Why? 

For lesson plans to teach about building, engineering 
and community planning, visit the site:
http://www.cubekc.org/lessons.html

Facts and Details
1.  It would be faster than going through the
forest.
2.  He didn't know.
3.  An army was coming behind them.
4.  Prince Karl of Ruritania.
5.  They are going to surround the city and
make sure the Princess gets help.

Reading Comprehension

1.  The Princess will die if he delays, and
that's the worst thing that can happen anyway.
2.  Jed rode to his castle and told him. 
3.  The hospital is too crowded and has too
many places for someone to hide. He can
provide better security outside in the tent.
4.  A little bit. Kurt wants to avoid war, Karl
says he wants to, but insists that he will use it
if he has to, in order to save the Princess. (But
wouldn't Kurt do that, too?)

Skill Builder
Review the chapter 
and list ten verbs.

Replace these verbs
with ten others similar

in meaning.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

Ah, let’s hear it for the
cavalry! 

Sometimes, in telling
stories for young read-
ers, we rely too heavily
on familiar devices,
hoping that they haven’t
run into them yet and
will think they are fresh.

In this case, however,
the last-minute rescue
is part of the genre. A
seasoned reader of
adventures might have
guessed that Jed was
not really deserting and
would return with help,
but we read genre sto-
ries for just such tradi-
tional touches!

Chapter 11: Answer Key

http://www.cubekc.org/lessons.html


Chapter
Twelve:

An 
explanation

Vocabulary

vineyards

herald

convened

inquiry

conspire

pretender

misdemeanor

12

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  What is the first thing Prince Karl threatens to do if the doctors do 
not come out and help the Princess?

2.  What does Prince Karl threaten to do if the Princess dies?

3.  Is the Princess going to live?

4.  Who does the Emperor send as a messenger to Prince Karl?

5.  What is the Queen accused of doing?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.  What does Captain Stahl mean by “I demand an explanation”?

2.  How can you tell that Prince Karl’s threats were taken seriously?

3.  What does the doctor say is the worst damage to the Princess?  

4.  What did Jed learn by traveling outside the kingdom in uniform?

In your own words...

Write a story that tells what happened from the time Jed left the iron miners’ village 
until he comes back in this chapter. Where has he been? Who has he met?

What do you think happened to him?



Background and Additional Information
For information on courts and law-related education, visit the
following sites:

The United States Department of Justice site is kid-friendly,
interactive and offers lessons and activity ideas.

http://www.usdoj.gov/kidspage/ 

This site is the official site of the Department of the Navy’s
Office of the General Counsel. It offers interactive games.

http://ogc.navy.mil/ogcwww/LAW-4-KIDS.asp

Newspaper Activity

In this chapter, the Princess is saved. Look in the newspaper for
articles about people who have been saved or rescued.

Summarize the article and report.

The Queen, Rupert and Stahl are going to go to trial. Look in
today’s paper and find articles related to crimes and discuss the

difference between felony and misdemeanor charges.

Multidisciplinary Connections
(Music)

The trumpeter is asked to blow blasts of notes every two 
minutes. In those days, trumpets did not have valves and were
more like bugles than modern trumpets. What notes could a
bugler play? Study the scales and make up a short tune the

trumpeter might play every two minutes.

(Math)
A tent was pitched 100 yards from the gate. Calculate that 

distance in feet, inches and metric conversions.

Facts and Details
1. Burn the wheatfields.
2.  Destroy the city
3.  Yes
4.  Jed
5.  Trying to murder the Princess.

Reading Comprehension
1.  He meant “how dare you!”

2.  The doctors were ready long before the
trumpeter blew 15 notes.

3.  She got some frostbite and her skin may
peel like a bad sunburn.

4.  Everyone hates the Queen’s soldiers --
they tried to beat him up or arrest him
everywhere he went.

Skill Builder
Review the chapter and
select ten words to use
in a synonym exercise.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

Prince Karl’s “explana-
tion” to the villainous
Stahl is very satisfying, of
course, but it’s also a
good outline of how a
siege might operate.
However long a walled
city might be able to hold
out, they had to be aware
of the destruction going
on outside. The army that
is following Karl and his
palace guard would
have cannons, making
this a shorter siege than
in earlier days.

I struggled with Jed’s
speech, because it is
somewhat technical but
I wanted to challenge
the kids to read and
understand it. If they
watch “Law and Order,”
this won’t be too difficult,
and it contains some
very important plot
points.

Chapter 12: Answer Key

http://www.usdoj.gov/kidspage/
http://ogc.navy.mil/ogcwww/LAW-4-KIDS.asp


Vocabulary

posting

presumed

imposter

widow

Chapter
Thirteen:

The Trial

13

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  How did Rupert get arrested?

2.  Who is the judge for this trial?

3.  What is the Princess’s name?

4.  Why does Queen Ingrid say the Archbishop should not listen to the
Short Council members?

5.  Why does Gabe’s mother say she is not Rolf’s widow?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1.  What is the main way the Archbishop is different than an archbishop today?

2.  Why does Kristina correct the Archbishop?

3.  Why is Gabe’s mother called to testify?

4.  How is the Archbishop’s treatment of Ingrid and Kristina different?

Go back to your notes...

Turn back to Chapter Five and read what Kurt and Siegfried say to each other. Knowing what
you know now, what was really happening there?  Write some other dialogue that might be

what each one was thinking while they were talking.



Background and Additional Information

Throughout the trial, the Archbishop is addressed as “Your
Grace.” This is a “form of address,” and that is something you
would have to know if you lived in a society with nobility, at least
if you expected to run into an archbishop, duke or princess now
and then. It’s not something Americans encounter very often, but
it can be a fun lesson for students. 

Here’s a Web site with information on etiquette and forms of
address for the United Kingdom. (This story takes place in
Germany, but since we tell it in English, we use these forms)

http://www.debretts.co.uk/etiquette/correct_forms_of_address.html

Newspaper Activity

This chapter details parts of the trial of the Queen. Find news 
stories about on-going trials. Label individuals as plaintiffs, 
defendants and as attorneys who represent the individuals

involved. Compare the trial of the Queen to that 
in the news story.

Multidisciplinary Connections

(Art)

The archbishop changed from armor into robes. Examine 
historical pieces of armor and discuss its use. Create a replica of
armor using aluminum foil. For models of the type of armor the

Archbishop and Prince Karl might wear, do a Web search for
“Thirty Years War” or “Gustavus Adolphus.” 

Facts and Details
1.  He walked into a colliers camp and they
caught him.
2. The Archbishop of Mainz.
3. Kristina
4. They are rebels, and she says they invented
a lie that the Princess is alive.
5.  Her husband is still alive.

Reading Comprehension
1.  He has an army.
2.  He says Shorts believed she was alive and
Talls thought she was dead, but she says it was

country people and city people instead.
3.  Because she is the Queen’s servant.
4.  He is harsh to the Queen, but kind to the
Princess.

Go to your notes:
(Siegfried is stunned to see Rolf alive, but Rolf
quickly tells him that he is “Kurt” and Siegfried
is indeed “wise” and figures it out. He keeps
the secret, but he must have been smiling to
himself when he promised to tell Astrid that
Gabe was in safe hands!)

Skill Builder
Review the chapter and

highlight compound
and complex sentences.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

An archbishop with his
own army? Yes,
indeed! The
Archbishop of Mainz
(pronounced mintz)
was the Chancellor,
one of the most power-
ful political figures in
Germany, second only
to the Emperor. 

In those days, there
were few lines between
church and state, and
some people were
powerful in both areas.
This was one of the big
issues in the Thirty
Years War that would
tear through Germany
about a century after
this story is set.

Chapter 13: Answer Key

http://www.debretts.co.uk/etiquette/correct_forms_of_address.html


Vocabulary

14 Chapter
Fourteen:

Justice
is served

Facts and Details: Literal Meaning

1.  What did Queen Ingrid have for proof that Rolf was dead?

2.  What proof did Queen Ingrid have that Kristina was dead?

3.  What punishment does the Archbishop give Ingrid, Rupert and Stahl?

4.  Who gives Jed a new job?

5.  What adjective does Astrid use to describe Prince Karl?

What’s Going On?: Reading Comprehension

1. Why did nobody let Gabe know his father was still alive? When he was a little boy, he
might not have kept the secret. It was safer to let him believe what the Queen and Stahl
believed.

2.  Why did some people in the court laugh when the Queen said she had Rolf the Huntsman’s
hat?  They knew she had been fooled, and they were glad.

3.  Why did Ingrid sit down when she saw the box? She knew she was going to be found
guilty.

4.  What does the Archbishop offer Rupert in exchange for his telling the truth quickly? His
life, and his mother’s life, will be spared.



Newspaper Activity
Write two news stories about the results of the trial of the

Queen using a propaganda style. Write one from the 
perspective of those who were against the Queen and another

from those who were loyal to the Queen. Remember you
must use only facts but convey the 
difference through style changes.

Or
Write a story about how relations with Ruritania will change

under the new government.

Multidisciplinary Connections
(English Language Arts)

Interviews:     Teach students the art of interviewing. Use the 
following list of potential interviews for students 
to develop.

* Astrid tells how she helped the Council for all those years.
* The Archbishop explains why he sentenced Ingrid, Rupert 

and Stahl the way he did.
* Queen Kristina explaining the challenges she now faces.
* Gabe on the reunion of his family.
* Rolf on the difficulty of staying hidden from his son. 

(Art)
Draw an editorial cartoon either for a newspaper that supports
the Queen or for a newspaper that does not support her. Is
your cartoon set in the days while the trial was going on, or
after the Archbishop has made his decision and the govern-
ment has changed?

Facts and Details
1.  A hat
2.  A pig’s heart
3.  They must live on an island the rest of
their lives.
4.  Queen Kristina
5.  Charming.

Reading Comprehension
1. When he was a little boy, he might not
have kept the secret. It was safer to let him

believe what the Queen and Stahl
believed.

2. They knew she had been fooled, and
they were glad.

3. She knew she was going to be found
guilty.

4. His life, and his mother’s life, will be
spared.

Skill Builder
Conduct a lesson on

homonym and antonym.
Have students select

words from the chapter
and list a homonym or
antonym for each one.

AUTHOR’S
NOTES

The Archbishop was a
lot nicer to the wicked
Queen than were the
Grimm Brothers or
even Disney. But there
is good, though not
binding, historical
precedent for exile
rather than execution
for nobility, so I didn’t
entirely chicken out!

After I laid out the plot
for this story and was
researching the era, I
discovered a historical
coincidence: In 1455,
two German princes
were kidnapped. The
villains split up, and as
the leader was taking
one of the princes
through the forest to
escape, he ran into a
collier who proceeded
to thrash him soundly
and free the royal
youngster!

Chapter 14: Answer Key



Story Map
Use this story map to outline a chapter of the reading serial.

Chapter Title

Setting Description Characters

Problem/Conflict

Action/ Story Event Action/Story Event

Solution

Ending



Character Profile Chart
Use this chart to develop a character report

At the beginning.......

Character Name Description of Appearance ....... List words......

Description of Personality ....List words......

What is the character’s role in the the tale?

Picture of Character

Character reminds me of ______________________
_______________________________________
Why?___________________________________
_______________________________________

Character is related to _______________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

In the Middle.......At the end......

What has happened in the story that has affected
this character? Would you categorize this character
as one-dimensional or multi-dimensional?

By the end of the story has the character changed in any
way? How and why?



The Crown and the Colliers
Vocabulary Acquisition Graphic Organizer

Use this sheet to record new vocabulary you learn while reading the story.

Definition

Target Word
Prefixes

Suffixes

Related Words
(Words with same

root

Root (s)

Synonym (similar
meaning)

Antonym 
(opposite 
meaning)

Directions
1. Place target word in middle and 

use dictionary to record definition.
Ex. accept

2. List root, prefix and suffix. (Prefix =
ac, which means at or toward; 
Root  = cept, which means to 
grasp, take, or seize)

3. List synonym (permit) and antonym
(decline).

4. Review meaning of prefix and 
suffix and list related words. 
Ex. according, acclimate

*Gunter, M., Estes, T. & Schwab, J. (2003). Instruction: A Models Approach. Boston, Allyn and Bacon; 
copyright Peason Education, Inc.



Jeopardy Sheet
Create your own Jeopardy questions................................................
Cut out squares, assign values and play with a partner.
The answer is Prince Rupert.
The question is

Value $

The answer is Captain Stahl.
The question is

Value $

The answer is the colliers’ camp.
The question is

Value $

The answer is Ruritania.
The question is

Value $

The answer is Gabe.
The question is

Value $

The answer is wurgerweed.
The question is

Value $

The answer is Rolf.
The question is

Value $

The answer is the Talls.
The question is

Value $



Note-Taking Recording Sheet

Recorder’s Name _______________________________________________________________

Chapter Title ______________________________________________________________________________

Characters mentioned in this chapter ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Main Event/Action _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Special terms or interesting words in this chapter _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Some feelings I had while I read this chapter__________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Self-Monitor Checklist for Group Discussion

In today’s discussion, I would give myself the following rating:

1. Excellent 2. Good 3. Needs Improvement        4. Did not do

_____ I completed the note-taking recording sheet.
_____ I used the recording sheet during discussion.
_____ I contributed to the discussion meaningfully.
_____ I listened while other group members contributed to discussion.
_____ I learned while preparing notes.
_____ I learned during group discussion.
_____ I enjoyed the group discussion.
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Character Development: BioPoem

1st Line - Character’s name

2nd Line - “It means...” List 3 adjectives to describe the character

3rd Line - “It is the number...” Pick any number that reminds you of the character

4th Line - “It is like...” Pick a color that reminds you of the character. Do

not name the color rather describe it.

5th Line - “Relative of or friend of ...” Name 1-3 people related to character

6th Line -   “Who does...” Name something unique that the character does

7th Line - “Who has...”  Name something unique the character possesses

8th Line - “Who fears...” Name something the character fears

9th Line - “Who wants...” Name something the character wants or needs

10th Line - “Resident of...” Name the location where the character resides or describe the 

setting

Title: ______________________________________________________________

1st Line: _______________________________________________________________

2nd Line: _______________________________________________________________

3rd Line: _______________________________________________________________

4th Line: It is like________________________________________________________

5th Line: _______________________________________________________________

6th Line: Who does ______________________________________________________

7th Line: Who has _______________________________________________________

8th Line: Who fears ______________________________________________________

9th Line: Who wants _____________________________________________________

10th Line: Resident of _____________________________________________________



NCTE/IRA Standards for the English Language Arts Matrix

The following matrix is based on English Language Arts learning standards set forth by the National
Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading Association.

ELA Standards 
Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understand-
ing of texts, or themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the
world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of
society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are
fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to
build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical,
aesthetic) of human experience.

Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions
with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other
texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual fea-
tures (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graph-
ics).

Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., 
conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of
audiences and for different purposes.

Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different 
writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different 
audiences for a variety of purposes.

Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions, media
techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print
and non-print texts.

Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and
questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize
data from a variety of sources to communicate their discoveries in ways that
suit their purpose and audience.

Students use a variety of technological and information resources to gather
and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language
use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions,
and social roles.

Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective creative, and critical
members of a variety of literacy communities.

Chapters: 

Chapters: 

Chapters: 

Chapters:

Chapters: 

Chapters: 

Chapters: 

Chapters: 

Chapters: 

Chapters: 


